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The friendships in-
volved in the activi-

ty are perhaps one of the 
most charming things 
about fishing. Fishing 
friendships come in all 
shapes and sizes. There 

are the buddies you call up when you want to 
head offshore because they’re always available 
for a quick, last minute trip. There are the guys 
you invite for the purposes of messing with 
(check out the vertical sequence of pictures on 
the tackle tip page… the old “pose for a picture 
while your buddies dump a bucket of ice water 
on your head” trick). There are the friends that 
are great to have on the boat—the ones who 
can rig everything, help with the cleaning, or 
bring all the stuff to make a Bloody Mary. Then, 
there are also the ones that have no clue about 
anything, but just have a good time getting 
away on the boat. These are pretty standard 
issue fishing friendships. 
	 For the traveling angler or folks who make 
a living running a traveling sportfishing boat, 
the term fishing friend begins to take on a 
more expansive purview. Once you’ve paid 

Fishing Buddies 
e d i t o r ’s l e t t e r your dues and fished in a number of places 

(whether it’s because of the fishing “credit” 
you’ve accumulated or the fact there is usually 
a direct relationship between the amount of 
time you’ve spent on the dock and the quality 
of your line of BS), people begin to make in-
troductions on your behalf. “Next time you’re 
in Costa Rica/ Madeira/ Kona/ Cabo/ Man-
teo/ Long Island/ Palm Beach, etc., call my 
buddy—he’ll take care of you.” 
	 Generally speaking, when you call your 
buddy’s buddy in this location, they do indeed 
take care of you. Whether it be suggestions 
on places to eat, how to rig whatever you’re 
fishing with, or putting you on the fish, the 
hospitality of friends of friends in the world of 
sportfishing is pretty amazing. In a world that’s 
otherwise increasingly skeptical of strangers 
and acquaintances, the recommendation of a 
fishing buddy usually—unless you are an ass-
hole—goes a long way to making your next 
trip more unique than it would be if you were, 
say, a nameless cruise ship passenger. 
	 This interesting phenomenon, and the way 
fishing can fast track friendships, shows itself 
in a number of ways in this issue. Captain Greg 
DiStefano won Captain of the Year in the In-
ternational Division in 2018. Guy and Myra 
Yocom, owners of the 80-foot Weaver that Greg 
runs, threw an amazing party in Laguna Niguel, 

Rethinking repower.
It really is about so much more than just replacing your engine. Our team at ZF takes the process to a higher 
level by reassessing your complete propulsion system. We know that your entire driveline must be optimally 
synchronized for maximum output, economy, speed and performance. You should expect nothing less from 
a world leader in marine propulsion technology.

It’s time to rethink your repower. You can learn more about the reasons why, and the key advantages that 
a ZF Repropulsion offers, by visiting zfrepropulsion.com.

1807_ZF Marine_1-2h.indd   1 9/15/19   5:27 PM

California to celebrate. First class all the way, the 
Yocoms took care of everything when they in-
vited us out to present the award to Greg. 
	 At the party, I started talking with Mr. Pete 
Wishney. Pete and his wife, Denise, own the 
Foxi Lady, a Hatteras that recently returned 
to California after years fishing the Carib-
bean and Latin America. Pete is an interesting 
guy whose passion for fishing is evident. He 
mentioned that we should consider writing an 
article about the developing bluefin fishery in 
California. While Pete and I had never met, we 
knew a bunch of the same people. 
	 Next thing you know, Pete invited us out 
to fish with him in the Tuna Club of Avalon’s 
Tuna Tournament. Were that not enough, Pete 
insisted that we stay at his house for the trip 
(presumably without even performing a crimi-
nal background check first). Fishing with Pete, 
Denise and their buddies was a great experi-
ence. As is the case with most fishing friends, 
each was more than generous in sharing their 
perspective. Much of that perspective made its 
ways into the “California Captain” article. 
	 Here’s to fishing buddies.

Elliott Stark
Editor-in-Chief 
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t w o m i n u t e wa r n i n g

Everybody I know wants to help in the af-
termath of Hurricane Dorian. Most folks 

want to help, but they’re not sure exactly how 
to help. Many of us in the sportfishing business 
have some type of connection to the Abaco 
Islands and Grand Bahamas. They are argu-
ably the most popular islands for sportfishing 
in the Bahamas.  

	 Hurricane Dorian made multiple landfalls in the Bahamas and 
stalled out over the Abacos and Grand Bahama. As I write this 
column, over 40 people have been confirmed dead with hundreds 
still missing, and tens of thousands of people are now homeless. 
The category five storm packed a massive punch, with sustained 
winds of 185 miles per hour and gusts of over 225 miles per hour 
destroying everything in its path.  
	 We must be careful who we donate our monies to, however. 
There are so many scams! Be careful! Some organizations only 
give a few cents of each dollar toward helping our friends in the 
Bahamas. One way to ensure the maximum impact of your dona-
tion is to donate to organizations you know. Local tackle shops 
and restaurants in your area that have started their own relief ef-
forts might be a great place to start. 
	 One organization that I highly recommend is Samaritan’s 
Purse headed up by Franklin Graham. They were one of the first 
on the ground to respond after the storm, air lifting emergency 
medical teams to the Bahamas. They set up a 40-bed mobile unit 
that can see up to 100 people per day. The outfit also has the ca-
pability to perform surgery. Samaritan’s Purse has sent tons and 
tons of supplies; not just medical but household stuff like water, 
filtration, food, materials for temporary shelters, generators and 
even reverse osmosis water making systems. I can’t say enough 
good about this organization. 
	 I watched what they did and how they helped the Florida pan-
handle last year while I was volunteering for Hurricane Michael’s 
aftermath. It was unbelievable and second to none. It’s going to 
take a long time for the Bahamas to recover from this devasting 
storm. We should all be mindful of the impact and the mag-
nitude of the recovery – so keep giving and supporting to the 
reliefs of this island nation. 
	 I would say most of all, please join me in praying for the people 
and families in the Bahamas who are suffering and everyone else 
affected by this hurricane. Also, let us remember the relief work-
ers who are helping in the aftermath of this devastating storm.  In 
Jesus Name I pray.  
	  
	 – That’s my two-minute warning. Fraz

By Captain  
Scott “Fraz” Murie

FULLY AUTOMATIC
FROM 475 TO 1,850 GPD

legend

A FULL LINE OF WATERMAKERS 
FROM 200 TO 3,400 GPD

The Legend’s user-friendly remote 
touchscreen provided easy and flawless 
operation on a daily basis during the all-
new Bertram 61’s East Coast summer 
fishing campaign.”

-Capt. Danny Ford

BLUEWATERDESALINATION.COM
1 (855) 553-3725 / 1 (310) 684-1467

Equipment 
Tent 498
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Hurricane Dorian Relief
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Hurricane Dorian Relief – Updates on InTheBite.com
	 It will be a long and arduous road to recovery for the Abacos and parts of the northern 
Bahamas. Hurricane Dorian was a disaster of terrible proportions. While nothing can soften 
the blow for those who lost loved ones and or their homes, the charitable response by the 
thousands who have donated to the relief effort is perhaps historic in its own right. Please visit 
InTheBite.com and our social media feeds for updates on the relief effort, as well as a list of 
reputable outlets for continued donation. 

A Message from the
Bahamas Blue Marlin Cup

	 The following message is from Mr. Gerard 
Brutus, tournament director of the Bahamas 
Blue Marlin Cup and resident of the Abacos.
	 As you all know earlier this month our beau-
tiful home here in Abaco was almost entirely 
destroyed from the devastation of Hurricane 
Dorian. The devastation is worse than even be-
ing reported on the news!
	 Since the storm has hit, we have gotten many 
people asking us either in comments or directly 
messaging us, both if we are still intending to hold 
the tournament next May, and also asking for in-
formation about trustworthy charities to send aid 
to the people of the Bahamas, in particular those 
of us from Abaco.
	 As to the Blue Marlin Cup Tournament, yes, 
we are still on for next May. The tournament al-
lows fisherman to fish the entirety of the Bahamas 
with six weigh stations throughout the islands.
	 For the best place in our opinion to send aid 
to we recommend Austin Serving Abaco, they 
can be found here: www.austinservingabaco.org.
	 Concerning the tournament, we will be do-
nating 10% of all registration fees to Austin 
Serving Abaco! For more information about 
the tournament, please visit www.bahamas-
bluemarlincup.com.

Perhaps Lightning Does Strike Twice:
Two Fish of a Life Time in a Month

	 Captain Rick Schlee and the Reel E Sea Charters (25-foot Contender) caught two whoppers in 
the same location—both on 20-pound mono spinning outfits while livebaiting for kingfish off of 
Juno Beach, Florida. The first was a 66-pound dolphin that won the Fort Lauderdale Meat May-
hem Tournament. The blunthead ate a live goggle eye and was subdued after a nerve-wracking 
hour-long fight. The team caught the dolphin on April 27. On May 29, fishing a half day charter 
in the same spot, a 100-pound wahoo (it weighed 89 with two bites taken out) wacked a live goggle 
eye and nearly spooled the reel. After 15 minutes of fighting deep, a shark spooked the wahoo to the 
surface and Schlee and company boated it with a hail Mary gaff shot to keep it from the tax man. 

Operation Knot Yours:
State of Florida Forms Boat Theft Task Force 

	 The Miami Dade Police Department and the State Attorney of Florida, working with mem-
bers of the South Florida sportfishing community (led by boat theft victim Bruce Marx), es-
tablished a multi-agency marine boat theft task force called Operation Knot Yours. With theft 
of boats—and even trucks to pull them—plaguing areas of South Florida, the early days of the 
Task Force netted the arrest of five people, including the alleged masterminds of a boat theft 
ring. A tip of the hat from your friends at InTheBite. 
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ta c k l e &m a i n t e n a n c e t i p s

A Day on the 72-foot Viking Krazy Salts
Capt. Keith Greenberg

	 A lunch time appetizer features succulent Jersey shrimp and a 
popular crab dip. You can be sure that all the food on board is 
seasoned to perfection—with just the right amount of salt!

	 Custom Rods by Dru and Shimano reels keep Krazy Salt’s 
anglers connected to the fish. 

	 The “big-pitch” sits ready to 
go in a PVC tube fastened to 
the fighting chair. Best part? 
It’s custom wrapped with a 
Jane’s Krazy Mixed Up Season-
ing label. Additional pitch baits 
are situated on the tower leg 
rod holders wrapped in Krazy 
Salt’s labeling. The pitch baits 
are marinated and ready to be 
gobbled up.

	 The 72-foot Viking’s bridge command 
center features Garmin 3X touch screens.
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ELIMINATORS
THE THE 

ELIMINATORS
THE ONLY WAY TO ELIMINATE 

THE WORST FOULING AND SLIME: 

USE THE BEST ANTIFOULING.

Meet the Eliminators, the strongest, most effective antifoulings against the hardest fouling and 

the slimiest slime and grass. Choose your optimum protection: Hydrocoat SR, the powerful, water-

based game changer. Trinidad SR, with the highest copper load, eliminates fouling in the worst 

conditions. Ultima SR 60, the high tech dual biocide that ensures complete protection. 

The Eliminators all bring the industry’s highest concentration of Irgarol® protection to your boat 

bottom.  Eliminate all fouling problems with Pettit antifouling Bottom Paints with Irgarol.

p e t t i t p a i n t . c o m •  8 0 0 - 2 2 1- 4 4 6 6
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ta c k l e &m a i n t e n a n c e t i p s

	 Deckhand Luke Hickey 
likes to situate the next 
round of baits outside the 
bait cooler. “I like the baits 
to be ready to go and swim-
ming as soon as they hit the 
water. Baits inside a cooler 
can take a minute to get flex-
ible,” says Luke. Bonus, visit 
InTheBite.com under Tackle 
Tips and check out Luke’s 
rigging demonstration.

	 During the course of the 
day, this bucket accommo-
dates the ABU (already been 
used) baits. You just never 
know what’s swimming be-
hind the boat and tossing an 
ABU could cause an FD—
fish detour—away from the 
hooked baits! 

	 Red Bull and Jagermeister 
is a winning combination to 
celebrate each billfish release. 
Warning! Fishing with Krazy 
Salt’s during hot bite can 
cause memory loss.

The whole team sits ready for 
action—well, almost! 

The Krazy Salt’s team
is always looking for

a good laugh.
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seakeeper.com

ONCE YOU FEEL IT,
YOU’LL NEVER BOAT WITHOUT IT.

SCHEDULE A DEMO RIDE TODAY

Mia, nice meeting you last night. 
About our date...would you like to 
join me on my boat tomorrow?

12 sec ago

It has a Seakeeper, right?

4 sec ago
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Everyone, everywhere in our world knows 
the 31’ Bertram. Most of us have an opin-

ion (usually a very strong one) about this 
iconic boat. The universal opinions stem from 
the boat’s impact. The 31 Bertram began the 
deep-v revolution, in many ways paving the 
way for offshore fishing to gain popular-
ity. Many of the several thousand built are still 
in use today, around the globe, still catching 
more than their share. And many, probably 
most, have been modified, repowered, and 
renovated. The forms of resplash are as varied 
as the ports the 31s call home – from adding 
outboards to slicing off half of the topsides; if 
you can think of it, likely it’s been done.
	 With the variety of Bertram 31 modifica-
tions out there, comes the inevitable debate – 
who has done it best? There are many contend-
ers for the throne, but there is something about 
one 31’ in particular, delivered new in 1971... 
the Priceless owned by Dr. Pasquale Pertrera 
and fished out of Indian River, Delaware. She 
is a Bahia Mar version of the 31, produced in 
the early days of the Express boats popular to-
day. My parameters for evaluating a refit lie at 
the intersection of three pieces of the puzzle:
1) Vision and good taste.
2) Execution (by the boatyard).
3) Funds (more than a little).

by Capt. Jeff Waxman 

Perhaps the Best 31 Bertram
Refit Ever: What Do You Think?

RESPLASH

PRICELESS
OWNER: Dr. Pasquale Petrera, MD 
BOATYARD: Worton Creek Marina –
Chestertown, Maryland 
DOCKED: Indian River North Shore 
Marina Indian River, Delaware

	 We all know the Bertram story and have 
all seen some of the worst and some of the 
best renovations. Here are some key points 
on the Priceless:
	 Thrust, Power, and Fuel Consump-
tion: She is powered by twin 315 HP Yan-
mar diesels that provide the push to cruise 
27 knots at 3150; with 34 Knots at 3800 
WOT.  Priceless is equipped with oversized 
shafts swinging 18x19 wheels. The result 
is efficient performance. On a typical can-
yon run (65-70 miles each way), with a full 
day of trolling she burns 110-120 gallons.     
	 Fishability and Comfort: The cockpit is 
non slip (Dr. Pertrera is considering adding 

teak Sea Dek). It is equipped with a Pompa-
nette Fighting Chair with striking rod holders 
center mounted. To accommodate all of the 
tackle necessary for canyon trips and trolling, 
the Priceless has 12 rod holders on gunwales 
and on transom, plus two additional rows of 
six rocket launchers on marlin tower. 
	 The engine boxes are covered with blue/
white striped cushions with four inches of 
heavy-duty foam, extra insulation added. 
Helm and passenger seating is a custom ar-
rangement – they seat two each complete 
with footrests and storage. The seat backs 
flip both ways in order to watch forward or 
astern. She boasts full electronic instrumen-
tation at helm and on tower.  
	 The original windshield was removed and 
replaced by an EZ2CY three quarter enclo-
sure with various openings for ventilation. 
Further modifications include a custom hard-
top with several handholds, LED overhead 
lighting extended to ends of engine boxes 
and a custom safety raft mount on top below 
the marlin tower floor. The tower is anchored 
by stanchions of three-foot custom alumi-
num tubing and provides seating for two. 

	 Dock Appeal: The boot 
stripe and house stripe blue 
were changed and painted in 
flag blue Awlgrip. The hull 
is polar white gel coat. The 
cabin is redone, she’s air con-
ditioned, complete with a 
new head and enclosure. The 
refrigerator has been replaced 
and all new cushions complete 
with overhead rod racks. The 
deep step from cockpit to 
cabin is covered by custom 
starboard that provides a flat 
floor across entire cockpit. She 
has controls top and bot-

tom electronic, tachs digital.  Four centerline 
automatic bilge pumps keep everything dry. 
	 All that said, Priceless is greater than the sum 
of her parts. She looks salty, runs true, is excep-
tionally comfortable...and catches fish!  And, 
the way she has been designed with marlin tow-
er location balance and engine weight set a bit 
deeper in the hull, this Bertram is not as wet as 
most...not dry, but much better than most 31s. 
Finest 31’ renovation around? You decide...I 
think so!

	 If you have any notable resplashes that you’d 
like to see in the magazine, send us note and 
some pictures: info@inthebite.com – ITB
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Boat Security Solutions for 
Today’s Center Console

by Capt. Adam Peeples

CENTER POINT

Purchasing a state-of-the-art center console 
fishing boat is a sizeable investment. Not 

only is the boat itself an investment, but so 
are the marine electronics and all other equip-
ment and gear included on the boat. It is no 
wonder, then, that a thief would have interest 
in stealing not only the entire boat but also the 
motors and electronics on the boat. 
	 According to the National Insurance 
Crime Bureau’s 2018 watercraft theft report, 
4,499 vessels were reported stolen in 2018 in 
the United States. In many cases, the boat is 
taken for the purpose of ripping the electron-
ics and motors out. The hull, and everything 
left, is then discarded. A thief with knowl-
edge of marine electronics and outboard mo-
tors can gut a center console in a matter of 
minutes, so it is important to take steps to 
safeguard your investment.
	 Your typical boat thief is on the lookout 
for a high value target that requires minimal 
time to steal. Marine electronics fit this profile 
well – they are an easy target with very little 
anti-theft protection on most vessels. To make 
them that much more attractive to would-be 
thieves, once parted from the vessel, marine 
electronics are easy to hide and have an es-
tablished market. Unfortunately, the marine 
electronics industry has not done much to 
discourage the theft of their products.  
	 For these reasons, a boat owner should take 
personal preventative measures to discourage 

would-be thieves from targeting their vessel 
and electronics. Any preventative measure 
that would make stealing the boat more dif-
ficult or time consuming is a step that could 
cause the thief to move on to a softer target. As 
a thief needs access to the inside of the console 
to disassemble most dash mounted electron-
ics, making sure the console door/access is 
locked is a simple preventative measure that 
may cause a burglar to move on to an easier 
target. If the boat is kept trailered, a hitch lock 
is a cost effective and simple way increase the 
difficulty for a potential thief. 
	 Sometimes even the best security measures 
and deterrents are not enough to prevent the 
theft of a boat. Fortunately, systems that aid 
in the recovery and tracking of stolen ves-
sels are available at a variety of price points. 
GOST makes some of the most comprehen-
sive and complete marine tracking, moni-
toring, and surveillance systems available. 
With a seemingly endless array of options 
for tracking, sensors, and deterrents, GOST 
is the top of the line in vessel security. How-
ever, at a price point of thousands of dollars, 
GOST is not necessarily practical for many 
center console owners.  
	 One of the most affordable and easy to in-
stall systems is the SPOT Trace. This system 
requires a small beacon that is wired into the 
boat’s battery. The beacon sends an alert via a 
smartphone app anytime motion is detected 

while the system is activated. The user can 
then track the vessel in real time using the app, 
allowing the owner and law enforcement to 
quickly locate and recover the vessel. A device 
such as this could be the difference between 
recovering a vessel intact or finding a bare hull 
with no motors or electronics. There are a sev-
eral companies who offer vessel monitoring 
and tracking. I recommend researching the 
various products and finding a product that 
suits the needs of your boat and budget.
	 A security camera system is not only a great 
deterrent, but also a good resource to help 
law enforcement identify and apprehend boat 
and electronic thieves. If stored at home on a 
trailer, most home security systems have cam-
eras available that allow both real time access 
and motion activated recording. Marinas have 
security cameras, but this won’t allow real time 
viewing of your vessel and may not catch a 
would-be thief attempting to access a vessel. 
	 A simple and inexpensive battery powered 
camera such as the Ring Spotlight Cam can be 
used as either a visible deterrent or a concealed 
security camera. This camera allows motion 
activated recording, live streaming, and two-
way voice communication. It is also available 
in a battery powered model, so there is no need 
for wiring or mounting near a power source. 
The camera pairs up with a smartphone via 
an app that allows access to all recent video 
clips as well as the ability to pull up a live feed 
of the camera.  The Ring Spotlight camera is 
easy to set-up and a reasonable option to in-
crease the security of your trailered or slipped 
boat. (Cameras that are activated by motion 
or movement should be reserved for boats that 
are trailered – as rocking of the waves or boat 
movement with the tide can trigger the cam-
eras to record lots of footage of pylons, eating 
up battery and storage).
	 With a multitude of security options for 
center console fishing boats, it makes sense to 
protect your investment with a security solu-
tion that is right for your vessel and your bud-
get. Many boat insurance policies now require 
some sort of anti-theft protection before they 
will cover any boat theft claims, so make sure 
you understand your policy and the anti-theft 
requirements within. At the very least, a good 
boat security system can deliver peace of mind 
knowing that your boat is not an easy target 
for criminals.

Captain Adam Peeples runs the One Shot Charters out of the Destin, Florida area. In addition to running a first-class operation, Peeples is 
a combat veteran with two deployments in Iraq and a stint as an instructor at the US Army Sniper School to his credit.
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	 Not only is bringing a dog offshore a very 
common and acceptable practice but boat-
ing with dogs is AWESOME. There are so 

many benefits for the humans and the dogs. 
What makes it so special?  Well, dogs truly 
are great companions. Whether you are fish-

ing alone or with several other people, dogs 
are a pleasure to have around. They can even 
be a selling point for charters. 

Legends of Boat Dogs
	 Boats and dogs have gone well together for 
as long as there have been boats and dogs. Re-
triever breeds like labs and goldens were bred 
specifically for use on the water. Their webbed 
feet and ever readiness to bail off in the water 
to fetch ducks or geese have made them the 
perfect boating companion for hunters for 
centuries. They also make great companions 

While humans have been breeding dogs for water ap-
plications hundreds of years, in the sportfishing 

industry one variety of canine is becoming increasingly 
popular: the Boat Dog. The Boat Dog comes in all shapes 
and sizes. Some are known to wear sunglasses, others life 
jackets. Some of them get fired up when the reel goes off 
and others get their feelings hurt when their owners try to 
go offshore without them. 

BOAT 
DOGS
by Alexandra Stark 

Builder Rick Scarborough’s lab, Lucy, living the 
dream…on a boat, with a stick.
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for anyone who likes throwing tennis balls 
or sticks at the lake or the beach. The New-
foundland, a large and powerful swimming 
dog, was bred specifically to help fishermen 
in eastern Canada. These dogs helped with 
net placement and their role in saving people 
from shipwrecks or falling over board is the 
stuff of legend. 
	 From the practical applications that led 
people to breed dogs to work on the water, 
the creation of the boat dog was only a mat-
ter of time. As they have become increasingly 
popular, the boat dog has created some great 
stories. Captain Terry Stansel told us about a 
58-foot Hatteras that fished out of Panama 
City, Florida a while back. He couldn’t re-
call the name of the boat, but they had a dog 
that could climb the ladder to the bridge. We 
made a few phone calls, but we couldn’t track 
down the people or dogs involved. 
	 When you bring dogs aboard, you never 
really know what might happen. My hus-
band likes to tell the story of fishing with 
a boat at a tournament in Puerto Rico. The 
owner and his wife had their little, sort of 
grumpy lap dog on board. Whenever the 
clicker would go off, the dog would run out 
and bite something or someone. He got it on 
the ankle a couple of times before figuring it 
might be safer to sit on the mezzanine.  
	 Then there are the stories about dogs 
jumping or falling overboard miles at sea, 
presumed lost only to swim and walk their 
way home days or weeks later. A quick in-
ternet search reveals that stories like this 
happen with some frequency and in many 
places—Florida, the Carolinas and even the 
Great Lakes. The story line is reminiscent of 
the movie Homeward Bound, only it involves 
a boat.  
	 Beyond the myths and stories of dogs and 
the crazy things that can happen on the wa-
ter, we’ve spoken with a number of fishing 
operations that incorporate the canine per-
spective into their everyday fishing. What 
follows are some profiles of boat dogs and 
the humans they allow to wind in their catch. 
They were mighty generous in sharing why 
and how dogs bring enjoyment on the water 
as well as providing tips on keeping the four 
leggers happy, comfortable and safe.  

The Adventures of Fisher and 
Rigger aboard the Fish Tank
	 Chris and Laura Jessen own the Fish Tank, 
a globetrotting, world smashing 63-foot 
Hatteras. With a base of operations in Los 
Sueños and a regular jaunts to Mexico and 
the tournament circuit in the Gulf and East 

Coast, the Jessens and their two Australian 
shepherds—Fisher and Rigger— are fixtures 
on the fishing landscape.
	 Fisher and Rigger know when it’s time to 
get ready for a fishing trip and they know 
when the ritual begins. They get excited and 
cannot wait to get out on the water. They are 

so much a part of the fishing life—they have 
their own Instagram hashtag to document 
their epic days #riggerandfisherbigadventures.

Makaira and Rigger Ensure
Everything is Up to Protocol 
	 Captain Alex Rogers (@marlin5401), resides 

From left to right, Fisher, Laura and Chris Jessen, and Rigger form one of the most daunting tournament 
teams on the sportfishing landscape. 

If you miss a bite out of the right rigger aboard the Protocol, Rigger might hold you accountable.

Photo courtesy Pepper Ailor, Los Sueños Resort and Marina 
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in Bakersfield, California. An owner/operator 
of his charter boat, the Protocol, Rogers has 
spent many years patrolling the waters around 
Cabo San Lucas for marlin, dorado and tuna. 
In part the result of his success in staying on 
the action, Rogers and his operation have been 
featured on a number of television shows and 
he has a large social media audience as well.
	 That however, is not the most interesting 
part of Rogers’ operation. Alex and his girl-
friend not only rescue dogs and bring them 
into their family, but they also incorporate four 
leggers heavily into their fishing lives. Capt. Al-
ex’s cockpit crew includes not only a first mate, 
but also his dogs, Makaira and Rigger. Makaira 
comes with him on every trip, including the 
plane ride and loves every bit of it.
	 Not only does Makaira provide great com-
pany on the boat, she is also a selling point 
for many of his clients—who love taking 
pictures with her. More than just a pretty 
face, Makaira is part of the crew. When the 
sound of the drag goes off—she knows what 
is about to go down. 

Lucy the (Boat)Yard Dog 
	 For the past 42 years, Rick Scarborough 
has owned Scarborough Custom Boat Build-Rigger and Makaira relaxing after a hard day on the water. 
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ers in Manteo, North Carolina. Ricky is a 
kind man who agreed to be part of the article 
to tell a little bit of his story on his yard dog, 
Lucy. Lucy is a big black lab who never met a 
ball or a stick that she didn’t like.  
	 Many people who visit Scarborough’s yard 
are first greeted by Lucy. She is known to 
meet visitors outside and commence to giv-
ing them a tour of the property—whether 
they had planned on taking one or not. 
Lucy’s first move is to invite folks to follow 
her to the dock that sits adjacent to the shop. 
If all goes according to plan, Lucy convinces 
her new friends to give her stick (that she just 
happened to bring along with her) a toss into 
the water. 
	 When not giving tours, Lucy spends her 
days in the yard with her Dad checking out 
the progress of the magnificent boats. Lucy 
loves the yard so much she has learned to toss 
the stick for herself—she lets it go into the 
water, waits for it to drift a bit then jumps 
in to retrieve. It is not only Ricky who likes 
having Lucy around, all his costumers enjoy 
her company. Some so much so that one cli-
ent was motivated enough request a 74-foot 
custom boat with a built-in dog bed exten-
sion out of the wall! 

	 While Lucy is certainly 
part of the Scarborough 
crew, her duties are mostly 
in the realm of customer 
experience. She lets other 
people turn the wrenches 
(Ricky typically doesn’t 
let her get too close to 
the actual construction) 
… Yard dogs, after all, do 
need to be careful around 
the shop—a dog with  
glue in its paws can be a 
sticky situation. 

A Mako on Board
	 You don’t have to be 
fishing on a boat to enjoy 
the company of a dog. 
Plenty of people just en-
joy their pets with them 
for a casual day out on 
the water. In speaking 
with April Brownlee of 
Jupiter, Florida, she de-
tails how her French Bull-
dog, Mako, enjoys sitting 
on the rails as her family For April and Capt. Ben Brownlee’s dog, Mako, if the sun’s out, fins are up. 
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cruises around the Intercoastal. Mako makes 
himself at home on the boat and certainly 
looks the part… 
	 “He’s certainly not as water-oriented as a 
lab or retriever, but Mako loves the boat life. 
Although he swims about as well as a rock, 
he’s always ready for an adventure—especial-
ly when we’re cruising and the wind is blow-
ing in his face. If we try to go without him, 
he gives us the most pathetic look, making it 
too difficult to leave him behind,” April says. 
“Besides, the journey is even better when he’s 
along for the ride so we put him in his shark 
fin life jacket and off we go.”

Ziggy, the Hawaiian
Lucky Charm 
	 Captain Kerwin Masunaga runs the Rod 
Bender, a 40-foot Cabo in Kona, Hawaii. A 
two-time InTheBite Captain of the Year, Ker-
win is something of an Aloha legend. Fishing 
is often a family affair for Kerwin, his son 
and daughter frequently run the cockpit. 
When flipping through the pages of Masun-
aga’s fishing picture album, two things jump 
out at you. 
	 First, that Kerwin has caught a whole pile 
of big fish (many with money and prizes on 

When it comes to fishing in Kona, Captain Kerwin Masunaga’s dog, Ziggy, is up for anything—except 
being left at the dock!
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Special Accommodations 
for Dogs on the Boat

Here is a list of best dog practices, as provided by 
those who participated in the article.
• Make a special spot for them to go to the bathroom 
because most dogs will hold it all day.
• Use baby sunscreen (SPF 70+) on their snouts be-
cause their noses can burn easily. 
• Cool towels, kept in the fridge to drape over them 
to cool them off.
• Using dock carts as transportation to and from the 
boat since the dock can get so hot and their pads will 
burn. Some of the other boats have made custom 
dock carts outfitted just for dogs!
• Keep a full bowl of fresh clean water—with some 
ice cubes. This will keep Fido cool and hydrated, 
even on a hot day. 

the line) and, secondly, that Ziggy, his trusty rat terrier, really likes 
to fish. Masunaga credits Ziggy with being his lucky charm and 
says that if he fishes on another boat and can’t bring Ziggy, the 
little fella gets mad. 

Tips for Creating a Fun, Dog Friendly 
Boat Environment
	 With all of chaos that can go on in the cockpit when you get a 
fish or two hooked up, Chris Jessen recommends putting the dogs 
inside the cabin when fish are on. This will keep the dogs from be-
ing trampled in the excitement and can keep the crew and anglers 
safe as they navigate the cockpit. The dogs don’t look at this as 
punishment—after all, when it comes to tournament billfishing, 
every team member must do his or her part. Even when they are 
inside in the AC, Rigger and Fisher like to keep their snouts plas-
ters to the window as to not miss out on any action! 
	 There can also be safety concerns raised by rough seas. An in-
experienced pooch might be thrown off balance by a big or unex-
pected wave. Were this to happen while the dog is on the covering 
board, the next step might be a soggy pup bobbing in the wake. 
Some of our experts recommend the option of life jackets with 
handles for boat dogs when it’s rough. It’s also important to stay 
vigilant when a dog is in board to know of their whereabouts.  
	 Another great idea from Captain Alex Rogers is to take a test 
trip with the dog(s) to see if it is a good fit.  Although the human 
may want to bring their furry buddy along—some dogs don’t 
enjoy the experience as much as others. Just like people, dogs can 
get seasick. 

Dog Piling On The Action 
	 There are stories of dogs who can actually see blue marlin on the 
teaser (you’ll have to check out a future installment for that one).  
A friendly dog can help sell charters. Some even seem to have a 
nose for the fish. Then there are the lucky dogs who seem to call 
the fish up.  
	 Some of them also do some funny things when fishing. Our 
golden retriever, Lucy, will submerge her head in a bait bucket and 
come out with a pilchard in her mouth. Bait thief? Sure, but it’s a 
pretty great party trick. 
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	 Rigger and Makaira are at the center of some pretty great sto-
ries aboard the Protocol as well. When asked about funny stories 
involving his Cabo boat dogs, Capt. Alex Rogers says, “There have 
been a couple of them, but I would say the funniest, and also the 
scariest, was when Makaira decided to run all out across the cockpit 
and jump out off of the transom. She literally leapt off the boat 
while trying to catch a pelican that had his face in our bait tank as 
we were heading through the marina!” Rogers then had to slam the 
boat into reverse to block the other boats from running over his 
dog. “I guess it was funny after we got her back on the boat!”     
	 Not to be outdone by his partner in crime, Rigger has a few fish 
stories of his own. “One time, he was up on the covering board 
barking at Pancho the seal who was at the transom begging for bait 
as we were coming in. As he was standing there barking down at 
Pancho, a frigate bird flew by and bumped him off the side of the 
boat. I thought for sure the seal was gonna eat him!” 

Who Doesn’t Love A Boat Dog? 
	 Everyone loves dogs… and everyone love boats… at least all the 
people who you can actually trust.  Combining man’s best friend 
and everyone’s favorite pastime, Boat Dogs are great. They are uni-
versally excited to be part of your boat day and to share in the ac-
tion. Better still, Boat Dogs never seem to complain about the hot 
temperature or that you have been out for too long. Not only that, 
you’ll never have to worry about them drinking all of the beer or 
hogging the rod. 

When she’s not leaping off the boat after pelicans, Makaira enjoys pos-
ing for transom shots with her buddy Capt. Alex.
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The Lead Up 
	 I first got wind of the fishing opportunities 
opening up down there with a phone call from 
Gavin Hodges who owns Flatsbag, a com-
pany that runs exotic flyfishing trips. Hodges 
wanted to run some trips out of Colombia 
and asked me if I’d be interested to host one 
myself out of a place called Bahia Solano. Of 
course, after I asked the “Is it safe?” question, 
I told him I would ask around and see what I 

could sniff out. The first guy I called couldn’t 
have been more enthusiastic about Colombia. 
He hadn’t done any fishing there, but he had 
spent time in several of the major cities and 
said it was one of the most beautiful countries 
he’d ever visited, with great people and great 
food to boot. 
	 I looked up Bahia Solano, Colombia on 
Google Earth and discovered that is was 
only about 60 miles or so south of Pinas Bay, 

Panama, home of the legendary Tropic Star 
Lodge and I started to giggle. Tropic Star 
is arguably the best place to catch a black 
marlin outside of Australia and is home to 
a myriad of IGFA world records of all kinds. 
And while 60 miles can be a huge distance, 
the satellite images and charts showed that 
Bahia Solano sat right in the middle of a 
fishing wonderland. The area is marked by 
deepwater pushing right up close to a rug-
ged, sparsely populated shoreline dotted with 
deep bays and river estuaries. 
	 I was pretty much sold on the trip at that 
point, but amazingly I got another call about 
Colombia the following day! It was like 
karma or something. My buddy Capt. Jack 
Graham, from Kitty Hawk, North Caro-
lina told me that he had just taken a job at 
Black Sands Lodge (www.blacksandsfishing.
com) down in, you guessed it, Bahia Solano. 
Graham wanted to know if I’d like to come 
down and take some pictures and write some 
stories about the fishing. Graham had been 
fishing the area for several weeks and said 

The first thing that pops into most people’s head when you men-
tion Colombia is the question, “Is it safe?” The short answer is 

yes. A lot has changed in this country since the cocaine cowboy days 
of the 80s and 90s. Extra security and international co-operation with 
the United Sates dismantled most of the major drug cartels. The Co-
lombian government’s ratification of a negotiated peace with FARC 
rebels in 2016 has further laid the groundwork for record numbers of 
international tourists. Tourism is up over 300 percent since 2001 and 
last year over 4 million visitors flocked to this beautiful, culturally 
rich country that is eager to show itself off to the world once again.

by Dave Ferrell

THE PACIFIC
COAST OF
COLOMBIA
World Class Fishing and Hospitality
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that the tuna bite was so off the chain that he 
really hadn’t done anything other than toss 
poppers at 100-pounders all day. 
	 His boss, Felipe Morales, promised us 
10-days’-worth of fuel and carte blanche 
use of the lodge’s brand new 35-foot Con-
tender to explore the area and catch what 
we could catch. I immediately agreed to the 
springtime (March 2019) trip with Graham 
and then called Hodges to tell him that I’d 
checked the place out and couldn’t wait to 
host the trip later in October.

Easy Trip
	 One of the many great things about Co-
lombia is its relative proximity to the U.S. It’s 
only a 3-hour flight out of Miami to Medellin, 
the city where folks who are traveling to Bahia 
Solano overnight before jumping on a com-
muter flight to the coast the next morning. 
Medellin is also a gateway for the many an-
glers who are heading inland to chase world-
class peacock bass and other exotics in the 
country’s pristine jungle rivers. I met several 

of these anglers in the airport on my way into 
Colombia who were on return trips and their 
pictures of 20-pound plus peacock bass and 
huge arapaima made me vow to come back to 
the jungle to target these river monsters.
	 I arrived in Medellin, fairly late in the eve-
ning and was immediately struck by the mod-
ern airport and the quick, professional service 
from everyone I encountered. My ride was 
waiting for me right outside baggage claim and 
he told me that we had a short 40-minute ride 
over the mountain into Medellin. (I found out 
later on the return that this trip can stretch to 
over an hour depending on the time of day you 
are traveling.) The air was cool and dry at this 
altitude, Medellin lies at a 4,900-foot eleva-
tion, and we were crossing over a mountain 
that towers above the city. Although I couldn’t 
see much of the ride in the dark, several jaguar-
crossing signs along the road added a little ex-
tra chill and thrill to the night.
	 My hotel, the Sites, sat in a charming resi-
dential neighborhood in downtown Medel-
lin. As we drove in, I noticed several fast-

food stands about two blocks from the hotel 
that were still packed with people. As soon 
as I checked in, I decided to take a stroll and 
find something to eat. I mention these little 
details because I know how sensitive some 
people are about the safety issue here. I’ve 
traveled around the world to all the best fish-
ing spots, and there are several of them where 
I would never dream of going outside the 
hotel after dark. In contrast, I felt perfectly 
safe here, walking around, by myself, close 
to midnight. (I got a great double cheese-
burger by the way, by far the best burger I’ve 
ever had in South America!)
	 The next morning at breakfast I met up 
with a couple of fellows that Graham had 
recruited from North Carolina to be our an-
glers and supermodels for the trip. Graham’s 
childhood friends, Capt. Daniel Burrus and 
Justin Stewart were our ringers. Burrus runs 
C-Salt charters and Stewart manages his fam-
ily’s tackle business, TW’s Bait and Tackle in 
Nags Head, North Carolina. They also car-
ried a cooler full of fresh ballyhoo.
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	 We enjoyed a really good breakfast at the ho-
tel and then piled back into our cab for ride to 
the municipal airport only ten minutes away. 
Again, I was very impressed by the modern fa-
cilities and professionalism of the gate agents 
and security personnel, they were all very 
pleasant and welcoming. The flight from Me-
dellin to Bahia Solano only took 45 minutes 
and I would swear that plane was brand new. 

Black Sands Lodge
	 Once you step off the plane in Bahia So-
lano you finally realize that you are not in 
Kansas anymore. The small, yet busy, airstrip 
(three flights a day to and from Medellin 
alone) is cut right out of the jungle and the 
walkway to the customs hut is lined with 
whole yellowfin tuna, wrapped and frozen 
solid, silently steaming in tropical heat. Gra-
ham, a pretty big fellow, towered over the 
mass of locals and waved us over to pay our 
airport tax. (You need cash by the way…
thanks Daniel!)  
	 As soon as we got our bags together, we 
jumped into a three-wheeled taxi for the 
bumpy five-minute ride down to the fueling 
station where the Siroco, the lodge’s brand-
new 35 Contender waited on a mooring ball. 
Since it was still before noon, Graham decided 
to start the trip early, so our luggage stayed 
in the panga to head for the lodge while we 
started offshore to locate the tuna schools. I 
would have said hunt for the tuna schools, but 

there’s really no “hunting” here…as soon as 
we cleared the mouth of the bay, maybe ten 
minutes from the lodge, schools of big yellow-
fin began busting bait all around us. 
	 Out came the spinning rods and big pop-
pers and Burris and Stewart both hooked 
up immediately. Stewart got his 20-pounder 
into the boat and we all started thinking of 
the fresh sashimi we’d enjoy later on that eve-
ning. Burrus lost his first one right at the boat, 
but after a quick regroup, the boys were back 
up on the bow tossing poppers back into the 
schools of frothing tuna. Burrus got one to 
stick and after quickly dispatching this bigger 
fish, we decided to leave the tunas alone and 
go see what other mischief we could get into.
	 As we swept back close to shore, I immedi-
ately recognized this topography. The rugged, 

rocky shoreline and deep, black water looked 
just like Panama. As we slowly motored 
through the rocks the boys started throw-
ing their poppers up into the surge, trying 
to entice a big cubera snapper to come up 
and smash it. Instead, a school of marauding 
jack cravalle crashed the party and a double 
hook up of big jacks put a hurting on our an-
glers. After a few quick pictures, we decided 
to head back to get our first looks at the lodge 
before it started to get dark. As we ran back 
home at 50-plus mph in the flat calm water, 
we spotted several sails, lazily tailing on the 
surface, all traveling from the north to south. 
A good omen for the coming days.
	 Felipe Morales, manager of Black Sands 
Fishing (www.blacksandsfishing.com), comes 
from a long line of fishermen; his family owns 

Rugged and remote, the Pacific Coast of Panama offers untapped fishing potential.

Are those fence posts on the ocean? No…that’s a whole mob of tailing sailfish in Colombia. 
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and operates a string of high-end flyfishing 
lodges in Argentina. Morales was raised fish-
ing and guiding on some of the best trout riv-
ers in the world. He grew accustomed to pro-
viding the very best service, accommodations 
and fishing experiences to his guests. 
	 “I had some jungle-exploring friends that 
first told me about this place,” says Morales. 
“When I came on my first trip we didn’t 
catch much, but I was very impressed with 
the landscape. I came back later on during 
the summer and we caught a few sails and 
absolutely destroyed the tunas.” 
	 Morales was convinced that the fishing 
could support a lodge and several other fish-
ing businesses already seemed to be thriving 
in the area, mostly targeting inshore anglers 
that wanted to throw poppers to snappers 
or target roosterfish and groupers. Morales 
wanted to target the offshore anglers, while 
still offering the inshore variety and provid-
ing lodge-style accommodations and service. 
“We found a local partner here with a house 
that didn’t require much work to bring up 
to our international standards,” says Morales. 
“We want your experience here to be more 
than what you would get at a rough fishing 
camp…we want to have that lodge vibe…

bring some comfort to the clients. There’s 
nothing quite like this here now.”
	 The lodge sits perched up on a steep hill-

side, just a couple hundred feet from the surf 
line, offering spectacular views of the bay 
from large verandas on both floors. My room 
had a king-sized bed and a private bath. 
Although there’s no air conditioning at the 
lodge, I never missed it. I was there in March 
and the cool temperatures and absence of 
biting insects was striking. The rooms had all 
been recently, tightly screened so you open 
the large shutters and let the sea breeze blow 
through the room each night.

The Meat
	 Aside from all travel-related niceties, of 
which there are many, the real reason to visit 
Colombia really is the fishing. You really can’t 
begin to beat the tuna fishing. While Gra-
ham sometimes turned to his radar to locate 
birds and tuna schools at the start of each 
day, more often than not that’s the only time 
he had to look at it. With little pressure, the 
schools stayed up on the bait and it was easy 
to catch as many as you wanted all day every 
day ranging in size from 20 to 100-pounds. I 
saw several that easily went 250 but we never 
got one that big to hit a popper. Graham, 
who has now spent more than seven months 
fishing out of the lodge, says that “If you 

Rocky pinnacles and lots of tuna can mean only 
one thing—black marlin.
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want a trophy tuna on topwater, come down 
anytime from January through March. We’ve 
caught one weighing 200-pounds and several 
over 150. There’s big tuna offshore and big 
snook inshore at the same time.”
	 Fishing is good year around says Graham, 
but come April, when the sardines come 
pouring through on their annual migration, 
the fishing just gets sick. “We had 43 teaser 
bites on May 29 while flyfishing for sails,” 
says Graham. 
	 That’s totally on par with what I experienced 
two weeks before the sardines arrived. All those 
sails we saw traveling from north to south just 
kept multiplying over the course of my 10-day 
trip. Unfortunately, the water was unseason-
able cold, we had to look hard to find 72-de-
gree water, and the sails seemed to have lock 
jaw. After not getting any bites with trolled 
dead baits—with tailing sails everywhere—we 
cheated a bit and threw the net on some live 
baits on the beach. Made the short run back 
out the sails and caught nine (all really big 
ones) on live baits before calling it day. 
	 The next day, I told the boys we were 
done cheating and were going to target the 
sails dead bait only to see what we could do. 
They agreed and we set out to get these tight-

lipped jokers to bite. We rarely got a blind 
strike throughout the entire day. Graham 
had to put the baits right on the nose of the 
tailing schools to get them to fire off, but fire 
off they did once we got the routine down 
and the fellows got their thumbs under con-
trol. The boys caught 21 out of 30 bites on 
dead ballyhoo. I’ve never seen that many sails 
up on the surface like that… anywhere.
	 Graham hasn’t been able to do much mar-

lin fishing, he’s caught two after targeting 
them with lures for only four or five days. I 
know that there are some big ones there. Just 
30 miles from the lodge there’s a point of 
rocky land called Cabo Marzo, that stretches 
out across the mouth of a bay. On one side of 
this huge rock that comes out of the water a 
good five stories, the water is around 400-feet 
deep, on the other it’s about 2,000. It’s pretty 
much a Zane Grey reef that comes out of the 
water! What’s more, this rock is covered up in 
all kinds of bait. The first run of sardines had 
just started showing up so giant schools of 
yellowfin tuna, jack crevalle and whale sharks 
all converged at the mouth of the bay to feast 
on the sardines. I know that anyone soaking a 
live tuna on that rock is going to get bit.  
	 “This place is a legitimate world-class desti-
nation for all-around anglers,” says Graham. 
“You can bait-and-switch for sails, throw pop-
pers or jigs for giant snappers and tunas, or 
troll the beaches for roosterfish or snook. All 
that stuff is available here in a very small space.”
	 If you’ve fished in all the good Central and 
South American hotspots but have steered 
clear of Colombia for one reason or another, 
now’s the time to explore a great newly redis-
covered destination in safety and comfort. 

The yellowfin tuna fishing out of Black Sands 
Lodge is stable and consistent. That’s a hell of a 
selling point.
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	 It is the combination of all of these factors 
that produce a type of sportfishing captain 
with a skillset and perspective all their own. 
This is the story of the California Captain. 
Understanding the amalgam of variables that 
defines their environment is the first step in 
determining how and why members of their 

ranks are increasingly prominent in the win-
ner’s circle of marlin tournaments far beyond 
the cold, greenish waters of their homeports. 

The Physical Setting 
	 In terms of geographical location, Southern 
California sits at roughly the same longitude as 

coastal Georgia and South Carolina. In terms 
of water temperature and seasonality of its 
marlin and tuna fisheries, however, Southern 
California shares more in common with south-
ern New England—each sits at the edge of bill-
fish habitat. What accounts for the mismatch 
between longitude and water temperature?
	 The east and west coasts of the United States 
are dominated by ocean forces that are nearly 
exactly opposite. The East Coast is coursed by 
warm northerly flowing currents that trans-
port water from the Earth’s equator. The Gulf 
Stream is the dominant force in fisheries across 
the East Coast—from Florida to Maine, before 
it juts easterly across the Atlantic Ocean to-
ward the British Isles. The Gulf Stream, in fact, 
is one of the world’s largest and most powerful 
warm water currents. 
	 The West Coast of the United States, on the 
other hand, is bathed by cold, polar water that 
is transported by the California Current. The 
California Current originates from the North 

THE
CALIFORNIA
CAPTAIN

When it comes to fishing, Southern California is a kingdom all 
its own. It boasts the US West Coast’s only billfish fishery 

and its richly abundant waters have been attracting anglers since 
the days of Zane Grey. The physical dynamics of the oceans and 
current in many ways define the approach of the anglers and 
captains who ply its waters. The culture of fishing runs deep—
what happened here in the formative days of sportfishing was, 
in its time, as impactful and profound as any place in the United 
States—and perhaps the world. The coastline is also densely 
populated by people with a deep connection to fishing and to 
the ocean generally. 

by Elliott Stark Photo courtesy Peter Groesbeck.
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Pacific Current as it spins off of the Subpolar 
Gyro. The effect of this cold-water transport is 
evident in everything from the fishing to the 
weather to popular culture. It is this cold, po-
lar water that drove Mark Twain to once say, 
“The coldest winter I ever saw was the sum-
mer I spent in San Francisco.” 
	 Cold water that also defines the distribution 
and seasonality Southern California’s pelagic 
fisheries. Water temperature is one of the main 
determinants of where you can find billfish. 
During warm weather months there is a striped 
marlin fishery that varies quite a bit year to year. 
In El Niño years, when water of the Pacific are 
warmer than other years, there will be more 
striped marlin and even a scattering of blue 
marlin and wahoo in Southern California. 
	 No matter how you slice it, however, South-
ern California’s waters lie largely within the 
extremes of desirable habitat for marlin. This 
is an important fact when considering the 
makeup of a California captain. With a boat 
and a few days, nearly anyone could figure out 
to catch sailfish in Guatemala—at least every 
once in a while. To catch swordfish or striped 
marlin in Southern California, however, re-
quires a unique skillset. 

A Culture of Watermen 
(Lots and Lots of Watermen)
	 California is the most populous state in 
America. It’s beautiful beaches, rich farmland, 
hospitable climate, and natural beauty has 
been attracting people to the state for hun-
dreds of years. From gold rushes to people 
escaping the Dust Bowl of the 1930s to the 
many who try their hand at acting, the attrac-
tion to California makes sense to most anyone 
who visits the place. 
	 The Pacific Ocean plays a prominent role in 
the lives and outlook of folks residing in Cali-
fornia. From surfing to board shorts to fish ta-
cos and the vertical jig (and, yes, doing yoga on 
stand-up paddle boards), the ocean’s influence 
has led to many of California’s chief cultural 
exports. Three factors come into play when 
considering how the demographics of south-
ern California influence the development of 
the California captain. 
	 The first: people of California really enjoy 
the ocean.
	 The second: there’s an awful lot of people 
in California. 
	 The third: when it comes to marlin and 
tuna, the fishable zone of southern Califor-
nia is compressed. For the purposes of this 
article, we assume the fishable area to be 
roughly 170 miles—from about Oxnard to 
the Mexican border. 
	 By some estimates, the population of South-

Three boats, from top to bottom, that define the California fishing landscape as well as any: the sword-
fish harpoon boat, the Pacifica, and the sport boat. 
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ern California was some 24.12 million people 
in 2018. This is roughly the same as the popula-
tions of all of North Carolina (10.38 million), 
South Carolina (5.08 million), and Georgia 
(10.52 million) combined. The net effect of 
the three variables is simple: there are lots and 
lots of people trying to catch a relatively small 
body of fish that is available in a relatively small 
area for a relatively short amount of time. 

Captain Creation 
	 While access to regular shots at billfish 
might be limited for the majority of the an-
glers and crews in Southern California, the 
waters are home to a diverse variety of fisher-
ies and a thriving fishing culture. Many of the 
port cities have marinas and fishing clubs that 
operate out of them. These clubs commonly 
have tournaments and active social scenes to 
keep networks of anglers engaged in the So-
Cal fishing scene. 
	 Gary Graham grew up fishing in South-
ern California and has been a fixture on the 
scene for decades. Graham describes a cul-
ture of fishing that remains largely the same 
as it was 30 or 40 years ago. “Kids that are 
skilled and grow up learning how to fish are 
introduced to a network and really taken 
care of,” Graham begins. Like many others, 
Graham’s introduction to fishing came from 

his father. “My father fished 
with a window washer who 
worked from 5am to 1pm ev-
ery day. He’d then fish in the 
afternoons. The culture really 
has not changed much. These 
guys were experts fishing the 
kelp beds and they taught me 
how to fish,” Graham says. 
	 “In Southern California, 
a lot of the guys who have 
evolved with a spark for sport-
fishing—those who are dedi-

cated—have had the opportunity to capitalize 
on their passion and become the greatest cap-
tains here currently.” Much like other places, 
there are a number of influential captains 
whose impact and influence link the early 
days of California sportfishing to the high lin-
ers of today. “Take a guy like Dave Hansen. 
His father, Don Hanson is 86 years old and 
has been involved with swordfish since he was 
a kid. Steve Lassley’s first job was with Dave 
Hansen.”
	 The sport boats of California exert unique 
influence over the fishing traditions of Cali-
fornia. Known as head boats or party boats in 
other places, the California sport boat brings 
dozens of people out fishing for a variety of 
species. From same day and overnight trips 
targeting white sea bass and calico bass to the 
long range, multiday tuna and wahoo trips the 
sport boat is a California institution. Many a 
California Captain can trace his fishing lineage 
to this point of entry.
	 Captain Dave Hansen runs the Wild In 
Sac, a 65-foot Hatteras, and operates www.
yoursaltwaterguide.com—a website that pro-
vides access and information on all things fish-
ing in Southern California. He came by a life 
in fishing honestly. “My father owns San Cle-
mente Sportfishing, a fleet of nine sportboats. 
I started fishing with dad at three years old and 

knew from eight or nine that I wanted to be a 
captain.” He came up through the ranks and 
began running a sportboat by the age of 20. 
	 When asked how the sportboat background 
prepared him for running a sportfisher, Han-
sen paints a clear picture. “There are lots of 
‘microwave captains’ with one skillset. I’m 
not an expert at anything but am good at lots 
of things. Catching fish for 60 or 70 people 
is quite a bit different than catching fish for 
one or two. Conditions change daily, clientele 
changes daily—availability of bait dictates 
what you can do,” Hansen explains. “Experi-
ence as a sport boat captain gives you the abil-
ity to roll with everything. Some of the main 
skills are being able to talk to people and to 
work while tired.”
	 Sportboats give many would-be crewmen 
their start on the water. Colin Sarfeh, market-
ing manager a Pelagic Gear, grew up fishing 
on these boats and well understands their im-
pact on shaping the fishing scene in Southern 
California. There is a hilarious term for kids 
who frequent these boats—fishing so often 
that they are granted free passage in exchange 
for helping the crew. What is a dock rat in 
some places is a pin head in California. “A lot 
of guys get their start by pinheading from a 
young age. Each port has a handful of these 
guys,” Sarfeh says. From there they are intro-
duced to the sportfishing scene and integrated 
into the network that ultimately produces 
captains and tournament winners. 

The Resulting Skillset:
The California Captain 
	 The California billfish and tuna scene is de-
fined by a relative scarcity of shots, quite a bit 
of fishing pressure, and an established network 
of passionate fishermen. To regularly produce 
fish within this landscape requires a finely 
tuned skillset. Captain Evan Salvay (our fea-
tured Young Gun this issue) provides context.
	 “Success here requires you to be good at 
hunting, breaking down large stretches of 
water. It requires that you effectively maxi-
mize use of your electronics and equipment. 
In many ways, we have a limited entry season 
here. You have to fish hard and be prepared. 
There’s lots of pressure and to be successful 
you must be technically competent,” Salvay 
relays thoughtfully. “The fishery rewards tech-
nical proficiency.”
	 Longtime California headliner Captain 
Jim Kingsmill provides further perspective. 
A policeman for 30 years, Kingsmill learned 
fishing from commercial guys. He now runs 
a two-boat operation—the Chaser, a 54-foot 
Viking, and a 47-foot Pacifica, the Joint Ven-
ture.  “The fishery is totally different in Cali-

Live bait is as central to California’s offshore fishing as dead ballyhoo are to the East Coast. 
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fornia. Sight fishing is so different. There is 
no consistency in current and it’s hard to 
pinpoint where fish will be. Success requires 
following signs that will lead to fish—things 
like knowing which birds are associated with 
different fish. Then there is the availability of 
live bait, which changes through the years,” 
Kingsmill explains. 
	 “When you leave the harbor, you’re fishing 
in three miles. There is a three- to 60-mile 
band, the fish can be anywhere. You’re always 
looking, your head is always on a swivel. In 
other places you have a long run to the fish-
ing—when you pick up and run, you’re not 
missing anything.”
	 The centrality of observation and aware-
ness to the fishing in California is best ex-
plained by how the fish bite and where they 
are hooked. In most every other place in the 
world, marlin are hooked behind the boat 
while trolling. In California, the striped mar-
lin and swordfish are targeted by slinging a 
live bait to tailers or sleepers from the bow. 
California captains get very few shots from 
the back of the boat. This defines much of 
their perspective and skillset. 
	 Captain Greg DiStefano is the only Cali-
fornian ever to win an InTheBite Captain of 

the Year award. Many 
of his tournament ex-
ploits are set aboard El 
Suertudo, Guy Yocom’s 
Cabo-based 80-foot 
Weaver. “One of the 
things, in my opin-
ion, that’s different for 
the west coast captain 
is that sight fishing is 
so important. You are 
locked into binoculars 
all day working for a 
few shots. There are 
very few opportunities 
here—the more you’re 
in the gyros the more 
fish you’ll see. Training yourself how to look 
and how to pay attention is huge,” DiSte-
fano explains. “In Southern California, most 
boats have two or three gyros each. In the 
White Marlin Open, I bet there were three 
gyros in total.”
	 When asked how a background in the 
California fishing scene translates to fishing 
Cabo and other places, DiStefano points to 
a direct benefit. “It makes you pay attention 
to the water around you, not just to the boat. 

Where guys from other places might pick up 
and run, this background helps you to pick 
up the binoculars and look.”

Evolution and Perspective 
	 Captain Pete Wishney is the owner/opera-
tor of the Foxi Lady, a Hatteras based out of 
Dana Point, California. An all around awe-
some and hilarious guy, Wishney never met a 
fishing adventure that he didn’t like. Pete and 
his wife Denise recently returned to Califor-

The fishing landscape in Southern California. 
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Captain Steve Lassley: The 
Essential California Captain
In many ways Captain 

Steve Lassley embodies 
the essence of the Califor-
nia Captain. In addition to 
a pile of tournament and 
sportfishing accolades that 
is too long to be listed here, 
Lassley spent 30 years as a 
commercial swordfisher-
men in California. Lassley, 
while at the helm of one of the most famous multi-boat op-
erations in sportfishing history, combined a number of skill-
sets from a variety of fishing applications to forge a career 
that not only won millions, but has been recognized by induc-
tion into the IGFA Hall of Fame (even as he still fishes). Tak-
ing lessons from a variety of fishing disciplines and fisheries 
in a diversity of locations and integrating those lessons into 
strategies that employ emergent technologies is particularly 
Californian institution.
	 “Regardless of what you’re fishing for, the important thing 
is number of days on the water,” Lassley begins. Like many top 
shelf California Captains, he has been at the leading edge of 
harnessing sonar and other technologies in new and innova-
tive ways. “I’ve been heavy into sonars since the late 80s. I had 
the very first Furuno CH14 (the predecessor to the Search 
Light) on this coast. We had a Furuno tech fishing with in the 
Outer Islands (200 miles off of Cabo) for a month getting it 
dialed in. We’d do stuff like suspending a 200-pound tuna off a 
float and try to hit it with the sonar to see what it looked like.”
	 By the early 90s Lassley was among a group of eight or 
ten West Coast captains getting heavily involved in high tech 
sonars. “A lot of it translated from long range boats and the 
success they were having—the ability to see an individual fish 
from hundreds of feet. We took their success and integrated 
it into a tournament strategy for black and blue marlin,” Lass-
ley recalls. The sonar revolution was only half of the puzzle.
	 “That was in conjunction with the use of tuna tubes—that 
started in 1990 or 91. Bart (Miller) was the first guy with 
tuna tubes. Beak (Capt. Mike ‘Beak’ Hurt) fished with him in 
Kona and brought them here. I saw Beak with a bonito in a 
tube. I made some the next week. The combination of tuna 
tubes and sonar—and fine tuning all of that, from the right 
water flow for different baits to which frequencies worked 
best for which applications—that was really important. We 
learned it all from the ground up and made a lot of mistakes 
along the way. We were really fine-tuned and at the top of 
the game by 2006.”
	 How does all of this relate to where sportfishing is headed? 
Captain Steve Lassley is circumspect in his perspective. “The 
first team that can couple both coasts’ techniques will be the 
top dog—the total package will be the best. Anybody that 
scorns dead bait is a fool. Anybody who scorns live bait fishing 
is a fool. You pick up a lot of bits and pieces along the way and 
the end results are being able to put all those pieces together 
in a manner that works… But the real key is days on the water.”

Photo courtesy Gary Graham
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nia after an extended tour of all of the best 
places to fish in Central America and the Ca-
ribbean. Resulting from his travels, Wishney 
well understands how a California fishing 
background can prepare you for fishing in 
other places. 
	 “Southern California is much more live 
bait oriented than other places. Reading the 
water—the bird life and the color are very 
important here,” he begins. This solid under-
standing of the importance bait and the abil-
ity to read the water translates to other places. 
“There’s the old truism, ‘Where there’s bait, 
there’s fish.’ In California you look for little 
white terns. When they start fluttering (as 
opposed to flying), don’t wait to see fish, just 
throw your bait in. That idea translates very 
well to Venezuela in April and May when the 
blues show up. If there’s a frigate around, just 
wait for him…” 
	 Captain Peter Groesbeck personifies the 
diversified skillset that results from integrat-
ing a California fishing background into 
skills picked up in other places. Groesbeck’s 
father had a 40-foot Wheeler in the 50s—
his father caught his first marlin in 1956 out 
of San Diego. In the early 70s, Groesbeck’s 
brother bought a sportboat called the Prowl-

er—Groesbeck fished aboard it quite a bit. 
This body of experience augmented quite a 
bit of time crewing on stick boats for sword-
fish. The first time Groesbeck went to Cabo 
San Lucas was 1970—and he’s been traveling 
there ever since. 
	 Groesbeck was part of the Bad Company 
fishing team for many years and ran a moth-
ership/gameboat operation that spanned the 

Pacific in the mid-1980s. These days Captain 
Peter is at the helm of a three Viking Fleet 
with boats in Half Moon Bay (near San Fran-
cisco), San Diego and Quepos, Costa Rica. 
“In the early days in California from May 
through October, there were lots of albacore, 
marlin, tuna and swordfish. From October 
through April, we’d head to Cabo. We’d 
spend some time in the boat yard then we’d 
do it again.” 
	 “In Mag Bay we’d get lots of shots. This el-
evated the fishery in California. We started to 
inputting some of the East Coast guys to get 
better out of the back of the boat—using bal-
lyhoo and dredges, and the like,” Groesbeck 
says of the evolution. The result of the inte-
gration of some east coast tactics and perspec-
tives into the California, live bait perspective 
produces a sort of best practice. “Some times 
we run and gun, sometimes we troll. You 
just can’t be one dimensional. We integrated 
this into the build of our new 72’. We have 
enough equipment to anchor anywhere—we 
have bait tanks on the bow and bow rails. We 
can throw poppers to tuna and kite fish.” The 
basic idea is to be ready for anything and to 
be able to effectively mesh a variety of fishing 
styles to fit any situation. 

Captain Greg DiStefano and El Suertudo owner, 
Guy Yocom. 



#INTHEBITE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019 51

1804_EXPLORER SATELLITE_1-4.indd   1 4/29/19   6:30 PM1602 Marine Power Door.indd   1 1/31/17   7:11 PM

561.881.2022
1841 W. 10th St Suite #1 • Riviera Beach, FL 33404
oceanbluegraphics.com

Distributors of

We Got
You Covered.

NEW CUSTOMER 
SPECIAL OFFER

Mention this ad for  $100.00 off your 
first order of a $1000.00 or more.

OCEAN BLUE GRAPHICS is your one 

stop design and screen printing source for 

t-shirts and logo apparel located in Palm Beach, 

Florida. Our 7500 sq. ft facility is located just 

minutes from Palm Beach Inlet. Ocean Blue 

Graphics specializes in and produces

apparel for a majority of boat owners, 

tournaments and marinas. Also serving

camps, schools and business.

Promotional products, embroidery

and custom art design services. 

OBG InTheBite 1-4.indd   1 8/16/16   11:17 PM

www.bionicbait.com || 954-941-4665

Consistent Quality Baits Sold Throughout 
Florida, Shipped Anywhere.  

Consistent Quality Baits Sold Throughout 
Florida, Shipped Anywhere.  

1704 Bionic Bait_1-4.indd   1 5/15/18   10:42 AM



52       INTHEBITE.COMOCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019

1805_Fishrazr_1-4.indd   1 6/3/19   9:56 PM
1807_KLUTCH_1-4.indd   1 9/15/19   5:30 PM

LIGHTING 
THE WAY
SINCE 2001

seavision.com  954.760.4447

1703 SEA VISION_1-4.indd   1 3/3/18   10:27 PM



#INTHEBITE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019 53

1803_BAITMASTERS_1-4.indd   1 3/20/19   3:19 PM

Custom metal fabrication

www.trogersdesign.com
1.251.295.8467 or 1.251.214.9405

- Wet or Dry
- Water Jacketed

- Removable Blankets
- Thermal Expansion Joints  

- Repairs or Replacements of OEM Equipment
- Black Hard Coat Insulated Shiny or Matte finish

- Welders & Weld Procedures Qualified to AWS/ABS/NVR
- Custom designed/engineered/fabricated for re-powers & 

upgraded propulsion units

Complete Marine Exhaust Systems

1706 T ROGERS_1-4.indd   1 8/13/18   1:14 PM1603_Rupps.indd   1 3/22/17   12:09 PM



54       INTHEBITE.COMOCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019

	 I am always amazed at the amount of time 
and money many hunters spend on apparel, 
traveling, guided hunts, expensive optics, cus-
tom rifles and many other aspects of the sport.  
Meanwhile, most will likely fire five to ten 
rounds at a paper target 100 yards away for 
a “zero” and then expect to make a challeng-
ing shot in a field environment later. Some will 
be successful, some will not. However, I can’t 
begin to count the amount of hunting stories 
that end with a poor or missed shot and no 
trophy to show because of it.  
	 At the end of the hunt, it doesn’t matter 
what brand boots you have on or what expen-
sive camo pattern you wear. Putting yourself 
into a position to make a clean and ethical 
shot ultimately dictates the success or failure 
of the hunt. The following are some basic steps 
and tips to help ensure your hunt ends with a 
round on target.

Which Round is the Right One?
	 The first goal of readying your rifle for the 

hunt should be deciding on which ammuni-
tion you want to use. Every rifle will tend to 
group better with a certain round or load. Too 
often I have listened to complaints about a 
new rifle lacking accuracy and grouping capa-
bility. In many cases, changing the load and 
round could solve inaccuracy woes. 
	 The best way to figure out what ammo your 
rifle performs best with is to fire a few five 
round groups with various loads at 100 yards. 
With a grouping exercise, it is important to 
maintain the same point of aim for the entire 
five round group. A common mistake people 
make while grouping or zeroing is not having 
an exact point of aim. I recommend using a 
one-inch square black sticker on the target for 
zeroing and grouping. As it is impossible to 
tell exactly where center mass is on the square, 
aim at the corner of the square as it is clearly 
defined and prevents your crosshairs from 
drifting around in the center of the square.  
	 This creates the most consistent point of 
aim possible for grouping and zero exercises. 

You will also want to build a comfortable and 
stable firing position for both exercises. I rec-
ommend firing from either bipods or sand-
bags for your forward support and then using 
a sand sock or bean bag for the buttstock sup-
port. After grouping with various loads, you 
will have a good idea of which cartridge to 
take to the field.

Optics 
	 Most hunting optics are adjusted in both 
windage and elevation increments of 1/8 or 
¼ Minute of Angle (MOA) adjustments. By 
definition, a MOA is an angular unit of mea-
surement which equals 1/60th of a degree. One 
minute of angle is equal to roughly one inch 
at a hundred yards, two inches at two hun-
dred yards, three inches at 300 yards and so 
on. If you have already become familiar with 
the world of long-range shooting, this is fa-
miliar terminology.  Make sure to read the 
manual that comes with your optic and be-
come familiar with how to adjust the windage 
and elevation. Becoming familiar with MOA 
adjustments will be helpful when zeroing, 
gathering data, and adjusting the optic at vari-
ous distances. If the optic has a BDC (Bullet 
Drop Compensating) reticle or elevation tur-
ret, ensure you understand how it functions in 
relation to zeroing.

Point of Aim, Point of Impact
	 Now that you have the ideal load selected 

A s hunting season approaches, it is once again time to dust 
off the old long gun and put a few rounds on target. As 

a former U.S. Army sniper, I learned and then later taught ad-
vanced shooting skills that served myself and my students well 
in combat. Some of the fundamental shooting concepts and 
exercises can be carried over into the hunting world, particu-
larly when it comes to long distances.

by Capt. Adam Peeples

ON TARGET
Pro Tips for Sighting-In Your Rifle

for Hunting Season
Photo courtesy Cotton Mesa Whitetail
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for your rifle, it is time to get an accurate zero. 
A good zero can be obtained in the same man-
ner as the grouping exercise. A target with a 
one-inch black sticker at 100 yards will be 
the starting point for your zero. As with the 
grouping exercise, it is important to have an 
exact point of aim to achieve the most precise 
zero possible. 
	 To zero, fire a three-round group at the tar-
get. Estimate where you believe the center of 
the three-round group to be and then adjust 
your windage and elevation to move the center 
of that group to your point of aim. Repeat this 
step until the point of aim and point of impact 
are the same. This technique will work with 
standard crosshairs, BDC reticles, and any 
other optic. If using an optic with a BDC built 
into the elevation turret, make sure you slip the 
BDC to 100 yards after you zero. A spotting 
scope is useful for observing and adjusting the 
point of impact. Having a good spotting scope 
on hand will also save you many trips down 
the firing line to inspect your target.

Gathering Data
	 With your rifle and optic now dialed in, it 
is time to identify the distances at which you 
expect to effectively take a shot and practice 
shooting at those distances. Even though 
many optics now have internal BDC reticles 
and BDC elevation turrets, there is no substi-
tute for getting out on the range and gather-
ing real world data on your rifle and how it 
performs at range with the load selected.  
	 You can get a general idea of your bullet 
drop using one of the many ballistic calcula-
tors available online, but unless you have a 
chronograph to get an exact muzzle velocity 
there will be some deviation between the cal-
culator and real-world results. An optic with 
a BDC reticle or BDC elevation turret takes 
bullet drop into account within the optic, 
while others have only a standard crosshair 
with no BDC built in and require more exten-

sive data gathering. A BDC that it not custom 
built for an exact barrel and load will never be 
dead on accurate. It is helpful to keep a log-
book for gathering data at different distances, 
taking note of any deviation between the BDC 
for the selected distance and the actual point of 
impact for that range. For optics with no inter-
nal BDC, for best results you will need to note 
the exact MOA elevation adjustments between 
your zero and the ranges you gather data on.
	 One ever changing factor when shooting 
long range is the wind. For most rifles in most 
hunting situations, reading the wind is a non-
issue. Only when pushing out beyond 300 
yards will you really start to see the wind effect 
the bullet in a way that could cause a miss in a 
hunting situation. If you plan to take shots be-
yond 300 yards, then becoming familiar with 
how to read and adjust for wind is a must.  
	 Even though the average hunter will likely 
not need to account for the wind in relation 
to making an ethical shot, it never hurts to be-
come familiar with how the wind effects the 
trajectory of the bullet. A 10-mph crosswind 
at 300 yards likely wouldn’t cause enough de-
viation to turn a good shot into a bad one, but 
a 10-mph wind at 600 yards would require 
a windage adjustment to ensure a hit in the 
vitals. A wind reading tool, such as Kestrel’s 
5700 Ballistics Weather Meter, is very help-
ful for reading wind, altitude, and baromet-
ric pressure and is invaluable for the serious 
long-range enthusiast. If you plan on shooting 
at long range regularly, study up on the wind 
and the effect it has on a projectile.

Preparing for “The Shot”
	 At this point, you should feel confident in 
your zero and the data obtained at various 
ranges.  Now it is time to apply what you have 
learned on the range to a hunting scenario. 
There are several ways to create real world sce-
narios both on the range and in the field prior 
to the hunt.  

	 For starters, practice firing from alternate 
firing positions. Practicing from kneeling, sit-
ting, resting on a pack, or shooting sticks is a 
good start for those who will be doing spot and 
stalk hunts out West. If most of your hunt-
ing will take place from a climber stand, tree 
stand, or shooting house, set some targets up 
at various ranges from those stands and prac-
tice firing from them. Replicating and practic-
ing awkward and alternate positions will make 
you more likely to make a shot count, as it is 
highly unlikely that you will be on your belly 
or on a bench rest in a perfect firing position 

The Four 
Fundamentals of 
Marksmanship

	 A steady position, aiming, breath con-
trol, and trigger squeeze are the four 
fundamentals of rifle marksmanship. 
These fundamentals of rifle marksman-
ship lay the groundwork for becoming a 
consistent marksman. A dry fire drill can 
help refine all the fundamentals without 
ever stepping onto the firing range. 
	 First, ensure that your rifle is clear 
and unloaded. Next, find a comfortable 
and steady shooting position that gives 
a clear line of site on a target of your 
choice. Practice holding the crosshairs 
steady on the target and focus on your 
breath control. At your natural respira-
tory pause, squeeze the trigger. When 
done correctly, your crosshairs should 
not move at all during your trigger 
squeeze. Spend a few minutes daily on 
this exercise and you will notice definitive 
improvement on the fundamentals.

The author posing with the result of and skillfully 
executed hunt. 

Determining which bullet, at which load, performs best for your rifle is essential.
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when it is time to take a shot in the field.
	 Whether you plan on making a stalk on a 
big bull elk, sneaking up on a wary ram, or 
sitting in a stand watching a food plot for a 
buck, I can guarantee one thing. When it is 
time to take the shot, your heart rate will be 
elevated and your breathing heavy. “Buck Fe-
ver,” “the shakes,” or just physical exertion can 
cause this issue. Fortunately, learning how to 
control your breathing and firing at your nat-

ural respiratory pause can help you overcome 
this obstacle and put a round on target.  
	 To practice you will first have to elevate 
your heart rate and breathing. At the rifle 
range, knock out 20 pushups or do a quick 
50-yard sprint and immediately get behind 
the rifle and make an accurate shot as quickly 
as possible. Even with heavy breathing and an 
elevated heart rate, you will still have a slight 
pause right after you exhale. This is called your 
natural respiratory pause and is precisely when 
you should take the shot. Begin by taking two 
to three slow deep breaths and then breathe 
out slowly while keeping your crosshairs on 

The Proper Set Up
	 Ensure your rifle and scope are setup 
properly. When looking through your op-
tic, you should see a clear view of the 
target without any scope shadow. Scope 
shadow is the black color you will see 
in the ocular lens if your eye is not the 
correct distance away from the optic or 
if your eye is at an improper angle from 
the lens. This can be caused by an improp-
erly mounted scope, an incorrect stock 
to cheek weld, or a combination of the 
two. Ensure that you have a consistent 
stock to cheek weld that allows for prope 
 eye relief. Adjust your scope forward 
or backwards within the scope rings to 
allow for correct eye relief.

the target. At the end of your exhale, squeeze 
the trigger. Practice this repeatedly and often 
and soon you will notice that your shot place-
ment will not suffer nearly as bad when you are 
breathing heavily, and your heart is pounding 
through your chest.

Final Shot
	 I hope these tips will help you as you prepare 
for your next adventure, so that when the mo-
ment of truth comes, you will be able to take 
the shot confidently. In the words of the Ro-
man philosopher Seneca, “Luck is what hap-
pens when preparation meets opportunity.”
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CAPT. EVAN SALVAY
 Stella June
45 Sea Hunter
Owner: Ivan Vanortwick

by Charlie Levine

With a Bisbee win on his resume and his finger directly on 
the pulse of the burgeoning bluefin tuna bite, at just 27 

years old Capt. Evan Salvay has established himself as one of 
the top fishermen in Southern California. The trick to his suc-
cess? A run-and-gun style that focuses on finding fish and doing 
whatever it takes to get tight. But like all successful captains, 
Evan started out young and learned a bunch of different skill 
sets before he made a name for himself.

THE YOUNG GUNS OF SPORTFISHING:
UP AND COMERS MAKING IT HAPPEN

Photo courtesy Rob Howsam 

CAPT. EVAN SALVAY
California Up and Comer

	 Evan began fishing on the local sport boats 
(what So Cal guys call party boats) in mid-
dle school and wet his feet by helping out 

the deckhands. When he was 16, he started 
working for a six-pack boat based in Avalon 
Harbor on Catalina Island. Home to the 

Tuna Club of Avalon since 1898, Catalina 
is one of the storied spots in the annals of 
sport-fishing history.
	 His first gig charter fishing was in 2009, 
not the best timing. An economic crash and 
slow fishing were not doing any favors for 
the charter industry, but it was a big year for 
Evan as he got to fish with Capt. Mike Aru-
jo, a well-known marlin fisherman who ran 
the Vertigo, a 70-foot custom out of Newport 
Beach. In the 1990s and early 2000s, Arujo 
was among a small group of elite striped 
marlin captains in the area. It was Arujo who 
introduced the young mate to tournament 
fishing. Around this same time, Evan headed 
down to Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, and fished 
with his uncle in some money events. In 
2010, Evan was on a team that won a daily 
in the Western Outdoor News Tuna Jackpot. 
It was his first taste of prize money. 
	 The marlin fishing in Southern California 
slowed to a trickle from 2011 to 2014 and 
several of the big-time tourneys in the area 
ceased operations. “I took a hiatus for a few 
seasons,” Evan says. “The tournaments were 
putting up one fish for the entire fleet over 
three days of fishing. There weren’t many op-
portunities in So Cal for a young person try-
ing to progress. It’s not like the East Coast.” 
	 When the marlin scene dried up, Evan 
bought a 17-foot Boston Whaler and started 
to fish the salt-water bass circuit. He’d also 
roll the dice and run that small boat out to 
San Clemente Island for yellowtail. They 
built a custom, 52-gallon gas tank under 
the leaning post to make the 60-mile run in 
open ocean. “My dad would drop us off and 
say, ‘See ya later.’ We’d circumnavigate the 
entire island. We did it every week. We’d hit 
atrocious weather and giant swells. Luckily it 
didn’t kill us,” he says.
	 In 2014, Evan got his captain’s license just 
as an El Niño kicked in and the fishing start-
ed to improve. “I started to transition back 
to offshore,” he says. He purchased a 29-foot 
Crystaliner, an express style So Cal boat with 
twin Cummins. This time, the timing was 
just right. In 2016, the offshore fleet saw one 
of the best striped marlin bites in modern 
history. “There was a wide stretch of fish. We 
ran out of San Pedro and fished striped mar-
lin around Santa Barbara Island and as far 
north as Santa Cruz Island. It was the same 
year we saw wahoo locally and blue marlin 
were around in catchable volumes. That bite 
may never be repeated in my lifetime.” Sal-
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went out that day and did what we wanted to 
do,” Evan says. “We filled the tuna tubes with 
10- to 15-pound tuna and slow-trolled live 
bait.” They got bit around 11 a.m. and Charlie 
Lee caught the fish in just under two hours. 
The fish won the tournament, netting the Chi-
nito Bonito a cool $3 million! The second larg-
est tournament payout in sport-fishing.
	 “That was my dream,” Evan says. “I don’t 
know if it was luck or fate or what, but you 
put together a good program, put your time 
in and hope that luck kicks in. We got the 
bite we wanted. For someone who grows up 
fishing striped marlin in California and suf-
fers through slow fishing, and to have your 
career skyrocket during some of the best fish-
ing, it’s a dream come true.”
	 Right now, Evan is taking a hiatus from 
charter fishing and running a private boat 
that’s a big departure for the So Cal scene. The 
Stella June is a 45-foot Sea Hunter with quad 
425-hp Yamahas, a full tower and a Seakeeper 
gyro. The boat is owned by Ivan Vanortwick 
who enjoys the same style of fishing as Evan.
	 “A lot of fishing is on the bow out here, not 
behind the boat,” Evan says. “We’ve got the 
biggest center console out here and it suits 
what we do. We utilize the speed and hunt-
ing ability to create a more active, engaging 
opportunity. I have a boss who’s into that. He 
likes to throw poppers and stick baits. You 
can’t always do that if you have an older boss 
who wants to sit in the cabin.”
	 They plan to take the Sea Hunter to Cabo 
and fish the tournaments in the fall. “We’re 
looking forward to see what we can do with 
a boat that has speed, bait capacity and good, 
technical anglers,” he says. 

THE YOUNG GUNS OF SPORTFISHING CONTINUED

vay and his crew landed a 474-pound blue in 
their home waters, which was one of the high-
lights of his young career.
	 The bluefin tuna also began to show up en 
masse with big fish over 200 pounds in the 
mix. “This bite never existed here before, and 
the whole scope of my business started to re-
volve around the bluefin,” he says. But these 
tuna were not easily caught. Crews would find 
massive schools of ‘foamers’ busting up on the 
surface but had to get creative to catch them. 
That’s really where Evan’s skills shined. He be-
gan to focus on jigging and popping techniques 
and that propelled him to the top of the game. 
	 “I was at the right place at the right time,” he 
says. “The fishery is cooking strong right now 
and it’s perfectly suited to young people. It’s an 
active style of fishing.” Evan spends most of the 
day in the tower, scanning in the gyros for pods 
of fish. When he finds them, he hammers the 
throttles to get in on the action and then an-
glers use a mix of poppers, kite baits, stick baits 
and iron to get tight. This isn’t a slow-trolling 
affair, it’s action packed.
	 Throughout this period, Evan continued to 
go to Cabo and fish 15 to 20 tournaments a 
year. In 2017 he took his tournament program 
in Mexico up a few notches. He linked up 
with a client, Davis Ahn, and they purchased a 
Cabo 40 express. They sent the boat to Mexico 
about a month before the kickoff of the tour-
ney season. Evan got the program together 
quickly, learning the boat and getting it set up 

to his liking. They pulled it off and landed a 
442-pound blue on the first day of the 2017 
Bisbee’s Black and Blue. The fish didn’t take 
home the daily, but they finished the tourna-
ment in fifth place and got to collect a check. 
“We were four guys in our 20s that were some-
how given a shot,” Evan says. “I think we were 
the youngest team to ever walk on that stage.”
	 The next year they went back to Cabo and 
fished on the same boat with the same crew. 
There were three qualifiers caught going into 
the final day, but the big money had rolled over 
and there was a pile of cash up for grabs. “We 

Captain Evan Salvay and company posing with a $3 million black marlin. 

Salvay at the helm of the Stella June, a 45 Sea Hunter. 
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gear&gizmos

	 For 70 years, Gerber Gear has been produc-
ing some of the finest knives and equipment 
for the hunting, freshwater fishing and military 
markets. Known for quality and durability, the 
Oregon-based company recently introduced a 
line of equipment designed for the saltwater 
market. What follows is InTheBite’s take on a 
package of Gerber products for use on the boat 
and in your hunting pack. 
	 For boat time, Gerber’s offerings include: the 
Magnipliers and the Controller 8” Fillet Knife 
system. The Magniplier Salt, 7.5” (MSRP $85) 
is Gerber’s answer to the saltwater fishing plier. 
The hot-forged anodized aluminum Magnipli-
er features an ergonomic trigger grip. It’s design 
fits comfortably in your hand and the quality 
of its construction provides leverage needed for 
heavy usage. It is lockable, comes with a clean 
nylon sheath with d-ring and belt loop, and 
powerful braid cutters with replaceable blades.  
The Controller 8” Salt Water Fillet Knife Sys-

tem (MSRP: $45) is sharp, rugged and includes 
a number of innovative features designed for use 
on saltwater gamefish. The Controller 8” Salt-
water Fillet Knife is designed for clean, smooth 
cuts with a flexible blade that provides just the 
right amount of give. The intuitive GuideFins™ 
and tactile HydroTread Grip™ offer ultimate 
control of the knife, even in slippery condi-
tions. Both the Magniplier and Controller are 
engineered to meet the needs of the saltwater 
fisherman—treated with Gerber’s SALT Rx™ 
offers superior protection against corrosion, 
wear, and tough environments.

	 Whether it be your boat 
bag, tool box, truck console 
or hunting pack there is al-
ways room (and use) for a 
multitool and the classic 

fixed bade knife. These two sportsman’s clas-
sics are hallmarks of Gerber. The Multi-plier, 
Needlenose 600 (MSRP $68), is #1 selling 
multi-tool platform to the US military. The 
tool’s one-hand opening design and durable 
stainless body—with its variety of 14 tools—is 
ready for any situation. The Gator Fixed Blade 
Knife (MSRP $133) is a first-class reincarna-
tion of the classic fixed blade knife that made 
the company famous. Made to last generations, 
the Gator features a blade of S30V steel and a 
nonslip handle. It’s ready for whatever you need 
it to do. www.gerbergear.com

	 The latest offering from Garmin, the GXM 
54, will support SiriusXM Marine’s most com-
prehensive service package—Fish Mapping—
designed to help saltwater anglers locate fish 
faster, saving time and fuel. In addition to es-
sential weather information provided by Siri-
usXM (radar, lightning, marine zone forecasts, 
wind and wave information), the new Fish 
Mapping service provides regularly updated 
data directly to a compatible Garmin multi-

	 The day/night action camera boasts color 
night vision at an unbeatable $399. The Sport 
uses SiOnyx’s proprietary Ultra Low Light im-
aging to turn night into full-color daylight. This 
imaging is the same semiconductor technology 
that earned the company a $20 million contract 
with the US Army.
	 The Sport offers transformative night vision 
for a wide range of uses including boating, fish-

function display, well beyond cellular 
range. The Fish Mapping Service offers premi-
um marine features and recommendations to 
find specific game fish, weed lines, sea surface 
temperatures and front strength, sub surface 
sea temperatures, plankton concentrations, 

and more. The results of the new Fish Map-
pingTM service are measured in fish caught, fuel 
savings, decreased time searching for the areas 
you want to fish and more. 
	 Not only is the GXM 54 easy to use and 
install, but its antenna provides the reliable re-

ception—even on the fringes of Siri-
usXM coverage area. The SiriusXM 
Marine Fish Mapping service has been 
supported beginning since August 13 
with a free chartplotter software up-

date. The SiriusXM Fish Mapping service re-
quires a $99.99 a month subscription, which 
can be suspended at no charge for up to six 
months each year. www.garmin.com/marine, 
www.siriusxm.com/fishmapping

Gerber’s Line of
All-Purpose Fishing
and Hunting Hardware

ing, travel, nature watching and more. Features 
include: video, photo, time lapse and loop mode; 
micro OLED display; water-resistant (IP67 rat-
ed); WiFi built-in with iOS and Android Apps, 
and; 32G Micro SD card for four hours of video.
	 Where night vision conjures up images of 

green, glowing shapes, and thermal cameras rely 
on heat disparity to operate, SiOnyx’s infrared 
technology uses a massive one-inch sensor to trap 
light, and therefore color, in low-light conditions. 
By contrast, high resolution day-only cameras 
typically have sensors between four to five mil-
limeters (mm). Infrared tech can also be used be-
hind glass and during the day, whereas thermal 
cameras will be damaged by the sun and cannot 
shoot through glass. Before the Aurora, SiOnyx’s 
imaging technology was only available in the 
highest-end night vision optics costing tens of 
thousands of dollars. www.sionyx.com

Garmin’s GXM 54
Now includes SiriusXM
Marine Fish Mapping
Capabilities 

The SiOnyx Aurora
Sport – Accessible,
Digital Night Vision
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BRONZE
SPONSORS

SCORING
1ST PLACE: 500 POINTS

• 2ND PLACE: 300 POINTS • 3RD PLACE: 100 POINTS
• HEAVIEST MARLIN: 500 POINTS 

OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP: 250 POINTS

For updates, inquiries and a complete
list of the current standings, head to

www.inthebite.com

2018 Winners

Hawaii
Capt. Rob Ellyn

International
Capt. Greg DiStefano

East Coast
Capt. Alan Neiford

Florida 
Capt. John Dudas

Gulf Coast
Capt. Jason Buck

East Coast 
2017 Capt. Chucky Moore
2016 Capt. Harvey Shiflet
2015 Capt. Gary Richardson
2014 Capt. Mike King

Florida 
2017 Capt. Glenn Cameron
2016 Capt. Scott Fawcett
2015 Capt. Jim Mulcahy
2014 Capt. Wink Doerzbacher

Gulf Coast
2017 Capt. Jason Buck
2016 Capt. Devin Potts
2015 Capt. Robbie Doggett
2014 Capt. Jason Buck

Hawaii
2017 Capt. "Stymie" Epstein
2016 Capt. Kerwin Masunaga
2015 Capt. Kerwin Masunaga
2014 Capt. Rob Ellyn

International
2017 Capt. Russell Sinclair
2016 Capt. Victor Julio 
Lopez Pizarro
2015 Capt. Russell Sinclair
2014 Capt. Rob Moore

2013 Capt. Wink Doerzbacher
2012 Capt. Rob Moore
2011 Capt. Glenn Cameron
2010 Capt. Ronnie Fields
2009 Capt. John Dudas
2008 Capt. Travis Butters
2007 Capt. John Dudas
2006 Capt. Ronnie Woodruff
2005 Capt. Mike Brady
2004 Capt. Eddie Wheeler
2003 Capt. VJ Bell 

t h e w i n n e r ’s c i r c l e

2019 CAPTAIN OF THE YEAR 
CUP STANDINGS

The Championship
of Sportfishing

Since 2003

FLORIDA DIVISION
Capt. Ryan Alexander, HellReyzer, 800 Points
Capt. Art Sapp, Native Son, 800 Points
Capt. Nick Carullo, Showtime, 750 Points

Capt. Wink Doerzbacher, Showtime!, 500 Points
Capt. David Grubbs, Grand Slam, 500 Points
Capt. Joe Garberoglio, Fragrant Harbor, 500 Points
Capt. Luis Coll, Utopia, 500 Points
Capt. KJ Zeher, De-Bait-able, 500 Points
Capt. Marty Lewis, Main Attraction, 500 Points
Capt. Jerry Pohl, Seraphim, 500 Points
Capt. Craig Clark, Mr. Grinch, 500 Points
Capt. John Dudas, Sandman, 400 Points

Capt. Jason Buck, Done Deal, 2100 Points
Capt. Robbie Doggett, Relentless Pursuit, 1350 Points
Capt. Jeff Shoults, Mollie, 1000 Points
Capt. Chris Hood, It Just Takes Time, 800 Points
Capt. Brad Shcoenfeld, Amigo, 700 Points
Capt. Jimmy Crochet, Restless Ladies, 600 Points

GULF COAST DIVISION

INTERNATIONAL DIVISION
Capt. Jason Parker, Reel Steel, 1550 Points
Capt. Russell Sinclair, Wave Paver, 1250 Points
Capt. Ben Horning, Fish Tank, 1050 Points
Capt. Ed Dwyer, Bear Trap, 800 Points
Capt. Bryce Garvey, Flyer, 800 Points
Capt. Tony Carrizosa, Team Galati, 500 Points

Capt. John Brennan, Game Plan, 500 Points
Capt. Brent Gaskill, Builder’s Choice, 500 Points
Capt. Brooks Smith, Uno Mas, 500 Points
Capt. Robert Helms, Que Mas, 500 Points
Capt. Simon Gonzales, Spanish Fly, 500 Points
Capt. Jerry Owens, Electric Bill, 500 Points
Capt. BC Angel, Sea Angel, 500 Points
Capt. Howard Williams, Sorted, 500 Points
Capt. Rob Moore, Fa La Me, 500 Points
Capt. Peter Rans, Overproof, 500 Points
Capt. Danny Hearn, Blank Check, 500 Points
Capt. Greg DiStefano, El Suertudo, 500 Points
Capt. TJ Dobson, Second Wind, 500 Points

OFFICIAL APPAREL

EAST COAST DIVISION

Capt. Ryan Knapp, Top Dog, 1000 Points
Capt. Sean Dooley, Jackpot, 850 Points
Capt. Brooks Smith, Uno Mas, 800 Points
Capt. Barry Sawyer, Waste Knot, 800 Points
Capt. Dan Woody, Syked Out, 500 Points
Capt. Chris Russell, Piracy, 500 Points

HAWAII DIVISION

Capt. Tracy Epstein, Last Chance, 800 Points
Capt. McGrew Rice, Ihu Nui, 600 Points
Capt. Kevin Hibbard, 2nd Offense, 600 Points
Capt. Chuck Wigzell, EZ Pickens, 600 Points
Capt. Sigmund Brown, High Flier, 500 Points
Capt. Shane O’Brien, Strong Persuader, 500 Points
Capt. Chris Donato, Benchmark, 500 Points
Capt. Mike Derego, Maggie Joe, 500 Points
Capt. Boyd DeCoito, Foxy Lady, 400 Points

Capt. Marlin Parker, Marlin Magic II, 1,600 Points
Capt. Teddy Hoogs, Bwana, 1,400 Point
Capt. Rob Ellyn, Lightspeed, 1,000 Points
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GRAND THINGS
HAPPENING IN THE
BIG ISLAND MARLIN 
TOURNAMENT

Capt. Marlin Parker, and crew members 
Ryan Thurner and Carol Lynne work to-

gether on the Marlin Magic II like a well-oiled 
machine. The close-knit group gets plenty of 
practice fishing together too – around 200 
days a year. In an average year, the crew will 
catch approximately 80-100 blue marlin, with 
95% of those fish being tagged and released.   
	 Parker is a dedicated, highly respected cap-
tain who has fished Kona’s blue waters for over 
44 years. He is no stranger to the winner’s cir-
cle, winning multiple first-place wins in Kona 
and Los Cabos, Mexico. While Marlin and 
company have tasted victory before, the 2019 
Big Island Marlin Tournament was one they 
will not soon forget.
	 When asked what he thinks makes the Mar-
lin Magic II a successful tournament fishing 

hawaii division

Capt. Marlin 
Parker
Marlin Magic
Homeport: Kona, Hawaii 
Boat: 54-foot Allied 
Wins to Date: 1st Place Heaviest 
Marlin (1,035) Big Island Marlin 
Tournament; 1st Place Heaviest 
Marlin (428.5) Kona Throwdown; 
1st Place Heaviest Marlin (427) 
Kona Kickoff; 3rd Place Release 
Points, Skins

by Capt. Mark Johnston
Photos courtesy Carol Lynne machine, the good-humored captain credits 

his 44 years of experience off Kona, his fi-
ancé Carol Lynne – who acts as crew/hostess/
professional photographer, and crew member 
Ryan Thurner who has been fishing with him 
for the past three years. 
	 Parker believes that maintaining a posi-
tive attitude is the key to tournament fishing. 
Keeping a good vibe on the boat is very im-
portant here because while fishing off Kona, 
anything can happen. The standings can 
change in a second. From Parker’s perspective, 
it’s essential to have a competent crew that 
goes above and beyond in ensuring that not 
only do clients have an enjoyable experience 
while fishing, but that the boat is fine-tuned 
both above and below the waterline. 

Approach for Big Island Marlin 
Tournament (BIMT)
	 No matter what tournament he’s fishing, 
Parker always fishes five Marlin Magic Lures. 
Every morning he handpicks the spread, fac-
toring in conditions and what he’s “feeling” 
that particular day. At the end of day two of 

the three-day tournament, Parker had his work 
cut out for him. He had tagged two blue mar-
lin. Meanwhile, Capt. Tracy Epstein on the 
Last Chance had tagged 12 blues. Making the 
prospect of a comeback that much more daunt-
ing, Capt. Teddy Hoogs on the Bwana weighed 
a 671.5-pounder and tagged seven more blues. 
	 On the final day, the veteran captain knew 
he had to swing for the fences. He had Thurn-
er put a XXL Ruckus on the short corner, a 
Lava Ruckus on the short rigger, a Regular 
Shell Ruckus on the long corner, a Mirror Big-
eye on the long rigger and a Baby Blue Bullet 
on the stinger. 
	 Parker knew that with all the small male 
blue marlin around there had to be a big one 
around, too. Going to his memory bank, 
he chose to fish the spot where he caught a 
973-pound marlin ten years ago. 
	 As if on cue, a huge shadow appeared be-
hind the lure in the short corner. An enor-
mous blue marlin appeared, pushing wake off 
its head and shoulders like a submarine. Ev-
eryone on board saw the fish and angler Keith 
Hilton jumped on the rod when the gargan-
tuan fish inhaled the Lava Ruckus. 
	 After an epic 20-minute battle with the 
big blue coming completely out of the water 
twice, and ripping across the ocean’s surface 
throwing whitewater everywhere, the swivel 
hit the rod tip. Thurner grabbed the leader on 
the still green fish, and the behemoth switched 
back and forth five times behind the transom 
before it was alongside the boat. Brian Rice 
threw the first gaff, followed by Parker coming 
down off the bridge, sinking the second gaff 
for reassurance.
	 Once on board, the fish measured 133.5-
inch short with a 78-inch girth. On the scale, 
the gigantic blue weighed in at 1,035-pounds. 
The Marlin Magic II took the heaviest fish 
money and it was the first grander caught off 
Kona since August 26, 2015. Congratulations 
to Capt. Marlin Parker, Carol Lynne, Ryan 
Thurner and the anglers on board. 
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Bermuda
Triple Crown Champion
Reel Steel, Capt. Jason Parker

Bisbee’s East Cape
Offshore Tournament
1st Place Marlin: El Suertudo
Capt. Greg DiStefano

Photo courtesy Gary Graham

t o u r n a m e n t r e s u lt s

international division

east coast division
Virginia Beach
Billfish Tournament
1st Place:
Evelyn Kennedy
Capt. Kevin Pankoke

Pirate’s Cove
Billfish Tournament
1st Place: Desperado
Capt. Rob Barker

Virginia Beach Invitational
Marlin Tournament
1st Place: Just Right
Capt. Nolan Raunswinter

Emerald Coast
Blue Marlin Classic
1st Place Marlin:
It Just Takes Time
Capt. Chris Hood

Lone Star Shootout 
1st Place: Done Deal
Capt. Jason Buck

Dare County
Boat Builders Tournament
1st Place: Waste Knot
Capt. Barry Sawyer

Carolina Billfish Classic
1st Place: Blue Sky
Capt. Jay Weaver

MBGFC Ladies Tournament
1st Place: Breathe Easy
Capt. Matt McDonald

World Cup
Blue Marlin Championship
Sorted, Capt. Howard Williams

Alice Kelly Memorial
Ladies Only Tournament
1st Place: Bangarang
Capt. Paul Spencer

Edisto Invitational
Billfish Tournament
1st Place: Trashman
Capt. Shelby Myrick

Gulf Coast
Triple Crown Champion
Relentless Pursuit
Capt. Robbie Doggett

Texas Billfish Classic
1st Place Marlin: Amigo
 Capt. Brad Shcoenfeld

White Marlin Open
1st Place Marlin: Fish Whistle
Capt. Charlie Horning

Big Rock
1st Place Marlin: Top Dog
Capt. Ryan Knapp

Texas Legends
Billfish Tournament
1st Place: Backlash
Capt. KT Scott

Photo courtesy Capt. Dave Lear

Photo courtesy
Cameron J. Rhodes & SC Governor’s Cup

Photo courtesy
Cameron J. Rhodes & SC Governor’s Cup

gulf coast division

Photo courtesy www.maximpactphotos.com

Photo courtesy Gulf Coast Triple Crown

Photo courtesy
Michelle Gaylord/Out Your Front Door

Photo courtesy www.wrightcoast.com

Photo courtesy Jason Dallin

Photo courtesy Josh Robinson

Photo courtesy Brian Leiser

Photo courtesy Jason Robinson
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s t e r n a d v i c e

By Alexandra Stark
Licensed Psychotherapist

Signs of Melanoma – What you Need to Know for Detection 

A while back, we fo-
cused a segment of 

this column on prevent-
ing skin cancer. For those 
who spend a lot of time on 
the water, limiting sun ex-
posure can be a real chal-
lenge. We talked various 
types of sunscreen, sun 
shielding clothing, a pair 

of well-made sunglasses – the works. The main 
take away was that sun protectant clothing – hats, 
buffs, long sleeves, and pants – is a good bet, 
even if you bathe in sunscreen three times a day.
	 Even with the best protection, however, there 
is still a chance that someone can develop skin 
cancer.   According to the Mayo Clinic the 
most serious type of skin cancer is melanoma. 
This dirty, miserable bastard develops in the 
cells (melanocytes) that produce melanin — 
the pigment that gives your skin its color. Mela-
noma can also form in your eyes and, rarely, in 
internal organs, such as your intestines. Mela-
noma is a dangerous, sometimes lethal adver-
sary – and one that does not always fight fair. 
	 Although skin cancer is a very serious diag-
nosis, being in tune with your body and know-

ing the signs necessary for early detection can 
be the key for treatment. What follows is a 
breakdown of what to look for when screening 
your body for potentially dangerous spots on 
your skin. The Skin Cancer Foundation (www.
skincancer.org) details an excellent and easy to 
remember way to manage your detection sys-
tem: the ABCDEFs of Melanoma. 
	 Most people have a few brownish spots on 
their skin – freckles, birthmarks and moles. 
Almost all spots are harmless and normal, but 
some may be skin cancer. When looking for 
troublesome areas, remember the following:
•	 A is for Asymmetry. Most melanomas 
are asymmetrical. If you draw a line through 
the middle of the lesion, the two halves don’t 
match, so it looks different from a round or 
oval and symmetrical common mole.
•	 B is for Border. Melanoma borders tend to 
be uneven and may have scalloped or notched 
edges. Common moles, on the other hand, 
tend to have smoother, more even borders.
•	 C is for Color. Varied shades of brown, tan 
or black may be the first sign of melanoma. As 
melanomas progress, the colors red, white or 
blue may appear. Benign moles are usually one 
to two shades of brown.

•	 D is for Diameter or Dark. Melanomas at 
the time of detection are usually larger than 
the size of a pencil eraser (about 6 mm, or ¼ 
inch, in diameter). However, they may also be 
smaller. Melanomas also often appear darker in 
color as compared to normal moles. However, 
they can also be lighter in color or pink in color. 
Rare, amelanotic melanomas are colorless.
•	 E is for Evolving. Any change in size, shape, 
color or elevation of a spot on your skin, or any 
new symptom in it, such as bleeding, itching or 
crusting, may be a warning sign of melanoma.
•	 F is for Funny Looking. If a mole in a 
grouping of moles that does not look like the 
others in the group, this is a warning sign.
	 If you notice any spots on your skin that 
bear any resemblance to potential melanoma, 
schedule an appointment with a dermatologist 
as soon as possible. It is also a safe bet to include 
a yearly skin check as part of your regularly 
scheduled medical appointments. The saying 
goes that “If you can spot it, you can stop it.” 
While some medical procedures start at ad-
vanced ages (like the dreaded prostate exam), 
even young people might consider regular ap-
pointments with the dermatologist – especially 
if they spend quite a bit of time in the sun. 
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As we near the end of our 
fishing season in the Texas 

Gulf, I began to reflect back 
on the incredible marlin fish-
ing our tournament fleet has 
experienced in the previous 
few years. This year, on the 
other hand, has been a little 

off in comparison. While the bulk of the sea-
son hasn’t lived up to the previous few years, 
it seems to picking up here towards the end. 
	 Last year at this time, this column described 
the Hoover/Diana Spar producing over 45 blue 
marlin in a five week period. These catches and 
releases were all reported between the Poco 
Bueno tournament in July and the Texas Legends 
Tournament in August. Were the numbers not 
enough, many of them being solid fish and a 
few in the 600- and 700-pound class. 
	 The Diana bite never really happened this 
summer. In fact, if you were to combine the 
action from all season in all of our normal 
tournament target areas that it would have 
matched last year’s bite from the Hoover/

The 2019 Blue Marlin Report from Texas

By Captain  
Kevin Deerman

o n t h e d o c k s
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Diana Spar alone. What accounts for the dif-
ference in fishing results? For starters, the fa-
vorable current and bait conditions that pro-
duced the bite last year have not been present 
at Hoover/Diana in 2019. 
	 While the overall number may have been 
down, there were a few boats that did have 
epic trips throughout the summer. In early 
June the Hook N Bull released six blues on an 
overnight trip to Diana. These early results 
had many thinking that the bite was about to 
go off again this year… but not much really 
happened at Diana thereafter. 
	 In the Texas Billfish Classic, our tournament 
season starter this year, there was a really good 
bite at the shelf rigs for about a week. This area 
produced the majority of the 22 blues for the 
26 boat fleet fishing the tournament. Of these 
22 blue ones, the Bali Ha’i caught four and 
took home second place in the release division. 
The Done Deal, who won the release division, 
also picked up the last couple of their blues in 
the same area. Their total for the tournament 
was six blues and one white. 

	 Fishing finally picked back up on La-
bor Day weekend with most of the boats 
reporting at least one blue marlin release. 
If the wide distribution of action were not 
enough, the Game Plan set a new Gulf re-
cord going 8 for 10 on blue marlin in a sin-
gle day! Game Plan caught all eight of their 
blues at the Perdido spar rig using stand up 
tackle and estimated them all to be between 
400- and 600-pounds.
	 Perdido is the southernmost rig that we 
fish off the Texas coast. In addition to the 
new single day Gulf record, the rig has pro-
duced many tournament winners in the 
past. The following weekend, the crew on 
the Sigsbee Deep headed back to the same 
spot and went three for four on blues with 
an extremely big girl that they gave a very 
conservative estimate of 700-plus pounds. 
	 Before we call 2019 a thing of the past, we 
still have a little time before hunting season is 
full on. As long as the weather cooperates, we 
hope to tack on a couple more good reports.
– That’s the report from Texas!
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Marine Air Conditioning
•  Electric Systems

•  Custom Refrigeration
•  Plumbing System Repair

•  Watermaker Sales and Service
•  ICEMAKERS, SALES AND SERVICE5 6 1 - 8 4 2 - 4 5 8 2

Since 1972

1616 Broadway - Riviera Beach, Florida

No substitute for quality, 
experience, and attention to detail!

www.murraymarineservices.com

murray marine jan 2015.indd   1 12/13/14   10:52:28 AM1605 Willy Vac 1-6v.indd   1 5/23/17   3:12 PM

Authorized Reel Colors 
Teaser Reel Distributor
Exclusive Dealer for Abaco Halyard Tensioners

Charter Boat Discount Program
40,000 Fishing and Marine Products
Worldwide Shipping

Serving Big Game Anglers Since 1999
1-888-810-7283 | www.alltackle.com

1703_All Tackle_1-6h.indd   1 3/9/18   1:40 PM

jimmytsprovisions.comjimmytsprovisions.com
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AVAILABLE FOR
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YOUR BOAT

YOUR BOAT

www.Realtime-Navigator.com

Monitor Sea Surface Temps
Customize Sea Surface Temps
Navigate Sea Surface Temps

or Chlorophyll or Currents or...

Standard SST Image

Customized SST Image

iPhone,iPad

or Droid

Navigation

GotRange?Range?

MADE IN 
tHE

USA

TOLL FREE:

800-526-5330800-526-5330

• Available In 9 Sizes, 25-500 Gal.
• Gas Or Diesel Compatible
• Simply Unfold On-Deck & Fill
• Fully Collapsible, Easy Stowing
• In-Stock...WORLDWIDE Shipping

BOaTBLaDDeRS.com

aUXILIaRY FUeL BLaDDeRS

Deck Space 
Saving 
DeSign!

cUSTOM 
BLaDDeRS, 
TOO!

Deck Space 

ccc
BL

ShOp OnLIne!

BOaTBLaDDeRS.com

1502_ATL 1-6v.indd   1 1/27/16   10:14 AM
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The Top Tag & Release Blue Marlin and Spearfish 
Boat in the Pacific.
Join Captain Gene VanderHoek
on the 39’ Rybovich, “Sea Genie II.”
32 World Records and the only 
Captain to have weighed 4 Pacific
Blue Marlin Granders.

Openings still available for 2019, book today:
808.936.4234 | SeaGeni@aloha.net | SeaGenieSportfishing.com

1802 SEA GENIE_1-6h.indd   1 1/20/19   12:28 PM

INTHEBITE CHARTER DIRECTORY

1703 Gary Spivack_1-12.indd   1 3/26/18   11:24 AM
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2018 73’ Rybovich No Agenda – Mezzanine w/ an extra 2’ of cockpit, 4 Staterooms 
4 Heads, C32 Acert CAT 1925 H.P. (366hrs) 2x Cummins Onan 29kW Generators, 
Garmin/Furuno package w/ 2 radars. Dometic Chiller AC, Redundant Pumps, 2 FCI 
Water Makers, 2 Dometic ice machines. Rod/reel storage, Sat TV and the list goes on. 
$7.25M. Contact John Blumenthal: 772-215-2571, john@unitedyacht.com.

2011 Viking Convertible – New Seakeeper in-
stalled. Cruise 36 knots, top end 42.5 knots. Ample 
mezzanine seating, refrigeration, bait rigging cooler, 
comfortable freeboard, cool air AC system, ability to 
offer tuna tube options in the transom livewell or side 
gunwales, large fore & aft fish & deck storage boxes. 
Custom teak cockpit, mezzanine, gunwale & combing 
boards with an elite Murray Brothers Fighting Chair. 
$3,495,000. Contact 225-772-2277 for more info.

2005 57’ Chadwick Custom Carolina – 
Built for an extremely knowledgeable, me-
ticulous owner. Reliable and efficient 825 
hp Series 60 Detroits. Superior ride, excel-
lent maintenance and extensive service 
records. Will survey very well. $899,900. 
Contact Teak Bell (910) 262-8622, teak@
teakbellyachtsales.com.

61’ Garlington  Sportin’ Life  – Over 
$500k in recent upgrades, this 3 
stateroom, 3 full head and stunning 
salon boat is like NEW! Powered w/ 
twin MTU 90-12V-2000’s, this boat 
is turnkey ready to fish! $2,285,000. 
Contact Mike Glaesner  (843) 509-
1975, mglaesner@gmail.com.

Notorious 2017 Hatteras Gt 70 – 5 spa-
cious staterooms, 4 heads and lavish salon 
& galley. Powered by twin 2600 HP en-
gines, (2) Sea Keepers. She was construct-
ed with the highest end finish of any sport 
fisherman yacht on the water. $4,995,000. 
Contact David Michie (239) 872-7503, Da-
vid.Michie@marinemax.com for more info.

2004 38’ Pursuit – Cummins 6CTA 
480hp, 1600hrs All services up to 
date. Garmin electronics package. Sat 
TV, Fusion Stereo, professionally cared 
for and it shows. Asking $285,000. 
Contact John Blumenthal, 772-215-
2571 john@unitedyacht.com.

1997 47 Scarborough Express – Low 
hour CAT power provides nice cruise 
with efficiency. Boat has received a 
compete retrofit with all updated. Tower, 
paint, electronics, interior, motors are all 
new or rebuilt. Scarborough ride and 
beauty in a beautiful Express. At $749K 
call Thomas R Wynne 

38 Jupiter 2008 – Triple 275 Verado. 
This Jupiter is loaded, and in the utmost, 
immaculate condition. $200,000. Con-
tact John Blumenthal: 772-215-2571, 
john@unitedyacht.com.

The Ultimate Package – Fish Anywhere 
in The World You desire. Pacific HQ 1999, 
2012/18-Updates. 95’ Mothership, 26,000 
gallons fuel, yacht finish. Hookin Bull – 48’ 
G&S 2004, one of the best platforms to 
fish from. Tried and tested in her abilities 
to catch. Contact John Blumenthal: 772-
215-2571, john@unitedyacht.com.

BOATS

1989 Forbes 51 – 2002 Cat 3406’s with 
2220hrs smoh, 25kts @ 50gph, Phazor 
gen w 1092hrs, nice electronics, mezz. 
New: hardtop - piped structure - cur-
tains - teak covering boards - Sat TV - ice 
machine - water maker - soft goods and 
more. Come view and buy at $499,000. 
Call Thomas R Wynne 843-729-5808.

2018 42 Yellowfin CC – Triple Yamaha 350’s 
with low hrs and lots of warranty. Easy life with 
a family using and caring for her properly. Load-
ed with 24” Garmins - Radar, AP, Plotter, Chirp 
Sounder, Flir 625, big stereo, dive door, Czone, 
generator for cabin, windlass, thruster & lots 
more. All here & new for much less. $595,000. 
Call Thomas R Wynne 843-729-5808. 

36’ Invincible 2015 – Triple Yamaha 
300s. Less than 600 hours. Garmin 
Electronics. Hardtop. Rupp Outriggers. 
Ready to Fish. Contact Chris Downey, 
Downey Yachts: 843-847-1760 or 
Chris@DowneyYachts.com.

20’ 1985 DNC – Cold molded center 
console built in San Jose Costa Rica 
originally for Tim Choate & then used 
at Casa Vieja lodge. Boat returned to 
US & recently fully restored w/ new, 
systems, bracket & Suzuki 150 HP 
Power. Scott Dunnuck, 239-821-
4722 or scott@gamefisherman.com.

2004 54’ Ricky Scarborough Express 
Farmer – Twin C18 Cats, Cat Controls, 
Furuno and NorthStar Electronics, ex-
cellent visibility, dream ride. For sale by 
owner. $745,000. Contact Thomas H. 
Betts for more info: farmer54@icloud.
com, 609-820-3575.

2002 52’ Viking Sportfish – 1050 Mans 
1200 hrs SMOH, continually updated and 
maintained by Captain, new carpet, ceiling 
LED Lighting throughout vessel. Vessel is turn 
key and owner is serious to sell, to move up 
to larger S/F. $595,000 Call to schedule an 
appointment, contact John Blumenthal, 772-
215-2571, john@unitedyacht.com. 

43’ 1995 Custom Bertram Express – 
820 MANs, New Generator, New Elec-
tronics $195,000. Please contact Nick 
for more information: 954-591-5741.

43’ Release Boatworks Walkaround 
Outboard 2019 – Quad 350 Suzukis, 
6-year engine warranty, Seakeeper 6, 
Sleeps 6 adults, huge cockpit, one-of-
a-kind custom sportfish. Contact Tom 
Downey, Downey Yachts: 561-346-7962 
or Tom@DowneyYachts.com.

2003 57 Ocean – Preferred Cat C18’s 
provide 26/28kt speed, serviced & ready 
to go with low hrs. Huge teak interior 
with 3/3 (master is full beam) super lay-
out with huge flybridge & cockpit. The 
nicest 57 available with lots of upgrades. 
$489,000. call Thomas R Wynne @ 843-
729-5808.

2005 51’ Riviera – C-18 Cats, Fas-
tidiously kept and maintained, 3 state-
room, galley down. A.C. in flybridge, 
Garmin/Nav Net, Water Maker, Eskimo 
Ice Machine, Turn key right now. Con-
tact John Blumenthal, 772-215-2571, 
john@unitedyacht.com.

2013 42’ Yellowfin – One owner 
captain maintained in excellent 
condition. Quad 300 hp Verados just 
painted white, loaded with options 
and great electronics. Lift kept. A 
must see! $449,900. Contact Teak 
Bell, (910) 262-8622, teak@teakbel-
lyachtsales.com.

39’ SeaVee 390z 2016 – 2018 Quad 
Mercury 350s, 250 hrs. ALL NEW Mercury 
rigging (wiring harness, gauges, throttles, 
tie bars, etc.) full warranty, new batteries, 
new pumps, new bolsters and cushions. 
Proven Tournament Winner! Contact Chris 
Downey, Downey Yachts: 843-847-1760 
or Chris@DowneyYachts.com.

29’ Pro-Line Super Sport 2007 –  2015 
Twin Suzuki 250hp. White Engines. 
165 Hrs. 2015 Raymarine. 2017 VHF 
and stereo, carbon fiber outriggers, 
meticulously maintained! Contact Chris 
Downey, Downey Yachts: 843-847-
1760 or Chris@DowneyYachts.com.

31’ Jupiter Cuddy Cabin 2006 – Twin Mer-
cury 275hp. Ready to fish! Cabin sleeps 
2 adults, upgrades and service records 
available, updated electronics, FL/Baha-
mas nav chips included. Contact Chris 
Downey, Downey Yachts: 843-847-
1760 or Chris@DowneyYachts.com.

Harkers Island 20-foot center con-
sole – The boat was built by Alan Rose, 
the hull is juniper planked, 115 Yamaha 
4 stroke, jack plate, 50 gallon aluminum 
fuel tank and a trailer. Asking $12,500. 
Please contact petezab1@hotmail.com, 
321-427-5836.
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PROPELLERS REAL ESTATE

Volvo Duoprop T6 Wheels – One set is 
brand new and one set is lightly used. Used 
with Volvo IPS 600’s. These are the Duo-
props - front is 3 blade and back is 4 blade. 
Would like to get $2000 per set. Contact 
8knotsllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

Acme Props – Pair Acme 29.5 / 36 2.5 
bore in good shape. $2500. Contact 
Mike for more info: 910-279-0128, mk-
mking@aol.com.

New Marina Lot Listing in Port Aransas, TX 
Imagine building your coastal dream home right on 
the marina and stepping out your back door onto 
your sportfishing yacht, with easy access to the 
Gulf of Mexico. Includes walking distance to great 
restaurants & Port A night life. $799,000. Contact 
Carolyn Walker, hello@carolynwalkerrealestate.
com, 210-887-6208. 

Pair of Veem Sportfish-HC 5 blade 
propellers – 34” Diameter, 53” 
Pitch, 3” bore, prop report available. 
$11,500.00/pair. Contact 8knot-
sllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

32 x 48 Veem Wheels – They are 
from a 60 Spencer. Would prefer to 
sell as a pair. Located in Charleston, 
SC. $12,000. Contact 843-200-
5363. 

Pair of Rupp Tournament Outriggers 
Excellent condition. Lift out bases (2in 
O.D.; 8 ft in length with collapsible back 
bars) with 21 ft single spreader riggers. 
Brand new these riggers are $8k. Ask-
ing $5500 OBO. Contact 8knotsllc@
gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

BOAT PARTS

59’ Spencer Boat Interior for Sale 
Sold only as a complete set. 2 custom 
couches, custom built in drawer table 
and 2 custom matching tables. Cash n 
Carry only, located in Jupiter, FL. Asking 
only $7,000. Contact 8knotsllc@gmail.
com or 561-301-3841.

600’ Never Used New England 1” 
8 Plait Nylon Rope – Must pick up 
in Hobe Sound. Save some money.  
$1200 cash n carry! Why pay $1700 
plus tax new in a store? Contact 8knot-
sllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

Tuna Tower, Platform and Hardtop 
– Tuna tower with molded standing 
platform and hardtop (86” w x 106” 
l) 6 rod holders and 60” control box. 
$12,000. (came off a 42’ walkaround). 
Contact 8knotsllc@gmail.com or 561-
301-3841.

Brand New LEWMAR Stainless Steel 
88lbs Fast Set Anchor – Also comes 
with stainless steel Anchorlift Swivel. 
Paid over $3500.00 for the set-up. Ask-
ing $2500. Contact 8knotsllc@gmail.
com or 561-301-3841.

200’ +/- Tow Line – Build specs to 
tow a 38’ vessel at 20 knots, bridle is 
60’ with chafing guards, plus chaff-
ing guards on all soft eye splices, T30 
release shackle. Cost almost $3,000 
asking $950. Call 772-370-1399 for 
more info.

Fiberglass Standing Platform/Con-
trol Box take off from 82 Viking – 
Taken off a 82’ Viking Includes control 
box and standing platform. They are in 
good shape just need a little cleaning 
up. $1500 for both. Contact 8knotsllc@
gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

Bluewater Fighting Chair with 4 Rod 
Rocket Launcher – Good condition, comes 
with a 4 Rod Rocket Launcher by Scopin-
ich (with drawer), extra pedestal, ladder 
back rest for fighting chair, fighting chair 
with pedestal & cushions for both rocket 
launcher & fighting chair. $1700. Contact 
8knotsllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

Classic Release Marine Fighting Chair 
All wood completely redone. All metal 
completely redone. Chair is in great con-
dition. New arm rest upholstery and new 
seat cushion. Chair located in Hobe Sound. 
$9,000. Contact Beau at Beauhsl@gmail.
com or 772-708-8346.

Teak Helmschairs Bluewater Chairs Pair 
Upholstery is Sunbrella Sienna Sailcloth. 
This is for a pair complete including pedes-
tals. New chairs are $6800 ea or $13,600 
for a pair, 1 month wait. Ready to go, excel-
lent condition, they swivel & slide. Contact 
John 321-952-1303. Will ship. $9000 for 
the pair or best offer

Murray Bros Fighting Chair with 
Rocket Launcher – In great condition. 
Includes 4 Rod Rocket Launcher with 
tray. Does not include pedestal. Ask-
ing $3700.00 obo. Contact 8knotsllc@
gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

Murray Bros. Fighting Chair – This 
chair is in good condition. Does not come 
with a pedestal but is priced accordingly. 
$2600. Contact 8knotsllc@gmail.com or 
561-301-3841.

Rybovich Chairs and Parts (sold as a lot) 
Two tuna chairs and one marlin, all have 
4-inch pedestals and need to be complet-
ed. Sold as is $5800 OBO for all. Contact 
8knotsllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

MARINE ENGINES

2003 MAN D2876LE405 730hp 6 cyl Twin Disc – Mo-
tors are MAN Marine Diesels, Model D2876LE405. Inline 
6 cyl, 730hp, they run strong. 7800 hours. $20,000 for 
the pair. Transmissions are Twin Disc model MG511A. 
Gear Ratio is 1.75:1 with 2.5” shaft. $10,000 for the 
pair. Sell all together for $25K. Contact 954-658-6432. 

Detroit Diesel MTU’s 16V2000 Series 
1800 HP – Engine model #R1627K03, 
7,682 hrs. Top halves rebuilt at 2,000 hrs. 
170,000 gallons total fuel burn per side. 
$60,000. Asking $2500. Contact 8knot-
sllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

ATTENTION 
8knots inventory is 

online at
www.inthebite.com. 

Updated daily.

PointMaker Hook Sharpener – Hook honer 
(120VAC or 12VDC) for the ultimate sharp 
hooks. For 30 years one of those “not so secret” 
secrets that’s accounted for untold trophies and 
millions in tournament  winnings. NOTHING 
else comes close, the microscope proves it. 
$149.00 shipped US. TexasTackle.com.

(3) Alutecnos Platinum Left 
Handed Reels, 30, 50 and 80 Class 
These reels have blueprinted drags. 
Perfect for the southpaw angler. 
$2,000. Contact 8knotsllc@gmail.
com or 561-301-3841.

Penn International Tackle – (2) 20s, 
no rods International (no II), (2) 30s 
International (no II) with rods, (2) 50s 
SW International II on Penn rods. Really 
good shape, serviced and working well. 
Asking $2000 OBO. Contact 8knotsllc@
gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

6 Vintage Fin Nor 12/O Reels – At-
tention collectors! We have 6 vin-
tage Fin Nor 12/0 reels with rods. 
The tackle is in excellent condition. 
$7000. Contact 8knotsllc@gmail.com 
or 561-301-3841.

Record Fishing Gaff Set – This is an 
excellent set of gaffs for record fishing 
or big tournaments. (L to R) 12-inch flyer, 
custom straight gaff with swivel handle 
and 16-inch flyer. All gaffs are in excellent 
condition. Asking $3000 for the set. Contact 
8knotsllc@gmail.com or 561-301-3841.

TACKLE
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“Deep DevOcean” 92’ 2016 Viking 
Call Dave Meyer: 561.722.1047

“Singularis” 90’ 2016 Bayliss
Call Dave Meyer: 561.722.1047

“Vera D” 80’ 2019 Viking Skybridge 
Call Steve Moynihan: 561.722.9629

76’ 2014 Viking
Call Steve Moynihan: 561.722.9629 

“Bella” 70’ 2016 Viking Skybridge
Call Dave Berard, Sr: 772.341.3669 

66’ 2013 Viking
Call Doug Donohue: 954.914.4303

“Maverick” 65’ 2002 Viking
Call Steve Moynihan: 561.722.9629

“Viva La Vida” 65’ 2001 Weaver
Call Glenn Clyatt: 758.258.2434

“Off Duty” 64’ 2006 Weaver
Call Dave Berard, Sr: 772.341.3669 

“Lumitec” 63’ 2007 Bertram
Call Dave Meyer: 561.722.1047

“Silver Lining” 62’ 2018 Viking 
Call Dave Meyer: 561.722.1047

“Pescador” 60’ 2003 Rybovich
Call Dave Berard, Sr: 772.341.3669 

“Slic Chic” 60’ 2013 Viking 
Call Pat Kelly: 561.723.9300 

“Southern Escape” 48’ 2018 Viking ST
Call Doug Donohue: 954.914.4303

“Game Plan” 37’ 2002 Gamefisherman
Call Luke Davis: 561.310.7450 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN VIKING YACHT & CUSTOM SPORTFISH SALES

HMY.COM

Gyro Stabilized!

Gyro Stabilized!

Gyro Stabilized!

Gyro Stabilized! Gyro Stabilized!

Gyro Stabilized!

Gyro Stabilized!

Gyro Stabilized!
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SELECT SPORTFISH OFFERINGS 
BY: TIM GREDICK 843.607.7256 | tgredick@hmy.com

CONTACT TIM GREDICK: 843.607.7256 | TGREDICK@HMY.COM

“RENAGADE” 54’ 2004 JARRETT BAY
Twin 2012 C-12 CATs with CAT warranty thru May 2022.
25 knot cruise, 2013 hull & topside paint, 2017 Garmin
electronics, BlueWater helm chairs & Eskimo ice maker.
BlueWater fighting chair, teak covering boards, 
Great sea boat! 

“LEGAL HOLIDAY” 48’ 1999 OCEAN  
3196 CATs rebuilt in 2018 by Smith & Wick diesel. 2018
new 11kw Phasor gen., entire vessel was painted at A&J
Boatworks. New teak Carolina style covering boards &
teak cockpit. Too many updates to list! 2013 paint, 2017
Garmin electronics & BlueWater chairs. Must see! 

“PESCATORI” 45’ 1984/2018 SPORTSMAN  
Underwent a major refit in 2018 including new 
re-manned Cummins QSM 11’s, Warranty until June
2022. New ZF transmissions, Simrad electronics pkg.
Custom mezzanine, new teak cockpit, covering boards
and toe rail, new Alexseal hull & topsides.

“BROWSER” 27’ 2001/2016 TIDES BOATWORKS
Underwent a major refit at F&B Boatworks in 2016 to
include: new 370 Yanmar, new transmission, new exhaust
rewired, new Garmin electronics, new soft goods, hull &
topside paint, new pumps, 2018 Release Marine helm
chair with rocket launcher back attachment. 

55’ 2015 VIKING
1500 CR MANs w/650 hrs, Seakeeper 9, Faux teak toe rail
and transom, Helm and mezzanine A/C, teak cockpit, Stars
and Stripes Blue painted hull, Release Marine chairs,
Garmin/ Furuno electronics, bow thruster, windlass
w/removable anchor fairlead. Palm Beach Tuna Tower

“SILVER LINING” 62’ 2018 VIKING 
MTU 12V2000 M96L 1945 engines, 4 stateroom/3 head 
layout, Seakeeper 26000 Gyro stabilizer, twin Onan 
generators, Top shelf AME electronics pkg, Palm Beach
Towers tuna tower, additional fuel capacity 2,150 gallons, 
full cockpit teak pkg. Cockpit Cool Breeze A/C system.

“ABSOLUT PLEASURE” 61’ 2001 GWALTNEY
3412E CATs, 30.5 knot cruise 1950 RPM/90 GPH, master
and VIP queen berths, large companionway bunks, two
heads, dedicated rod/ tackle room, 2017 teak cockpit,
updated Garmin and Simrad electronics, Eskimo Ice,
PipeWelder’s outriggers. 

“S’WAY IT IS” 56’ 2008 VIKING EB
1550 MAN diesels w/1200 original hours, 3 stateroom/2
head layout, factory mezzanine, teak mezz deck, 2018
Spot Zero water purifier, swim platform, 2018 Dometic
ice chipper, bow thruster, davit, custom Release Marine
table/rocket launcher. 

“REELENTLESS” 56’ 2004 VIKING
12V2000 MTU’s, recent 2000 MTU service, 3 stateroom/2
head layout, custom starboard stateroom w/extra stor-
age, factory mezzanine, watermaker, 1600 lb. Davit,
Eskimo ice maker, windlass, Stidd helm chairs, Release
Marine fighting chair.  

Seakeeper 2600 Gyro Stabilized!

Seakeeper Gyro Stabilized!
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BLUEWATER HAS EVERY VALHALLA, REGULATOR AND JUPITER MODEL IN STOCK OR ON ORDER!

877.269.3021    BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COM                  

Maryland    Virginia    North Carolina    Florida

56' Viking 2006 - Call Jeremy: 410.507.4150 54' Jarrett Bay 1994 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304

58' Viking 1998 - Call Jeremy: 410.507.4150

56' Perdue 2006 - Call Harvey: 757.636.6810

50' Hatteras 1998 - Call Clark: 919.669.130450' Viking 1999 - Call Daryl: 252.259.0235

72' Tiffany 2000 - Call Chris Jr: 757.509.0742 65' Hatteras 1988 - Call Matt: 410.206.2755 64' Jarrett Bay 2019 - Call Daryl: 252.259.0235

40' Custom Carolina 2006 - Call Danny: 252.665.4018

45' Young Brothers 1998 - Call Bob: 732.598.1374

40' Cabo 2013 - Call Bob: 732.598.1374

42' Viking 2015 - Call Scott: 757.570.3944 41' Regulator 2016 - Call Scott: 757.570.394443' Ricky Gillikin 2008 - Call Jeremy: 410.507.4150

64' Jarrett Bay 2010 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304

58' Viking 1997 - Call Chuck: 703.999.7696  58' Blackwell 2002 - Call Daryl: 252.259.023562' Viking 2019 - Call Today: 877.269.3021

52' Viking 2007 - Call Jud: 757.846.7909

IN STOCK!

46' Jarrett Bay 2016 - Call Daryl: 252.259.0235

41' Regulator 2018 - Call Today: 877.269.3021

IN STOCK!

43’ Viking 2001 - Call Jud: 757.846.7909

34’ Jupiter 2018 - Call Today: 877.269.3021

IN STOCK!

BOATING’S BEST BRANDS
(New model representation varies by territory)

BYS_fullpage.indd   1 8/20/2019   3:37:21 PM1807_BLUE WATER Yacht Sales_full.indd   84 9/16/19   12:25 AM
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PHOTOS WANTED! EMAIL: INFO@INTHEBITE.COM

Last issue’s photo and winning caption...
You spelt dudes wrong. – @pbachli

Photo Caption Contest!   
Contact us by emailing info@inthebite.com 
or connect with us on Facebook.

s

b i t t e r e n d

Can you guess where the monkey is?
The first person to contact us with the correct monkey location 
receives a free one-year subscription.

Last issue’s 
monkey winner!
Congratulations to Marsh Padgett 
who identified the monkey at 
Exuma, Bahamas.
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Runners Up:

The mate is good looking but has trouble meeting nice girls. 
He can’t figure out why.  – Mike Leech
I love deck pics. – Joe Sutter
Gender Preference Makes No Difference 
#wedontdiscriminate – @fishbonenautical
Send nudes and I’ll show you my cockpit. – @hunterlirette
When you wonder why you never get a pay raise. 
– @keithmoore6477
It takes a lot of beer drinking to write this. – John Snyder III
And I’ll show you where the captain sleeps. – Wyatt Barnett
Dude, I found the sat phone huh-huh huh-huh. 
– Darren Helwig
Tinder profile pic…check – Jonathan Earhart
Here comes the tuna! – Jerry Joslin
Show me your teakies. – @primarysearch_gang
For luck! – @capt.maxp
Careful what you fish for, you might catch something. 
– @laurelldavid
Why does this need a caption? – @cdion55
Support your local dock box! – Jimbo Brogan
Sad thing is I took this picture while we were dating. 
– Caitlin Rose
Man with a plan! – Brian Cossu
It’s OK, elephants eat peanuts. – Erik Johansen
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BEING CHASED FOR 60 YEARS
NEVER GETS OLD

See the Hatteras lineup at our new location at the Fort Lauderdale 
International Boat Show October 30-November 3, 2019. 

F Dock, Slips 610-622

RSVP at HatterasRSVP.com
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